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(The hearing commenced at 6:00 p.m on August 2, 2006.)
ok k%

THE CHAIR: Good evening everyone. M nane is Bart
Harvey. |1'mthe chairman of the Land Use Regul ation
Comm ssion, and I'mthe presiding officer for the hearing; and
as nost of you are aware, this is a hearing that starts tonight
and goes through to Friday night. Hopefully by 5:00 we'll be
able to wap it up, but that remains to be seen. It depends on
how | ong w nded we all are.

In addition to nyself, nenbers of the Land Use
Regul ati on Comm ssion who are with nme here tonight are Steve
Schaefer, Jim Nadeau, Catherine Carroll -- who is the executive
director of the LURC conm ssion -- Steve Wight, Gaen Hlton,
and Rebecca Kurtz. Ed Laverty, a conm ssioner, the other
comm ssioner, is out of the country right now.

In addition to the Conm ssion, the staff, as |'ve
i ntroduced, Scott Rollins is here sonewhere over near the
sign-in sheet, Mrcia Spencer-Fanmous will be making a brief
presentation later, Fred Todd, and Melissa Macal uso is over
here running the sound machi ne.

Now, in addition to the LURC staff, we also have a
court reporter here tonight. Everything that's said tonight is
going to be recorded and becone part of the official record of
this hearing. The court reporter will be here for all of the

hearing, so there will be a very conplete record of everything
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we say. So renenber that as you' re nmaking your testinony.

Now | have a brief statenment that |I'mgoing to read
into the record, so if you bear with ne.

This evening's hearing is being held pursuant to
provisions of Title 12 MRSA Section 685-a, and the hearing wll
be conducted in accordance with Chapter 5 of the Comm ssion
rules for the conduct of public hearing.

This hearing -- evening's hearing is being held to
receive public testinony on the matter of Zoning Petition
ZP-702 submtted by Maine Muntain Power, LLC, to rezone 1, 000
acres of Redington Township, Franklin County from a nountain
area protection subdistrict to a planned devel opnent
subdistrict to develop a wind power facility.

Wthin the planned devel opnent subdistrict, the w nd
power facility would include 30 turbines on Bl ack Nubbl e and
Redi ngt on Pond Range, access roads, and underground utility
lines.

Qutside of the planned devel opnent subdistrict in
Redi ngt on Townshi p and Wmnman Townshi p, the wind power facility
woul d include access roads, utility lines, a substation, and a
mai nt enance bui |l di ng.

The purpose of this public hearing is to allow the
public to present direct testinony and evi dence as to whet her
t he devel opnent proposal neets the criteria for approval as

specified in Title 12 MRSA Section 685-a Subparagraph 8-A of
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the Comm ssion's statute and the Conm ssion's Land Use
Districts and Standards.

As | indicated, we've asked those of you who wish to
testify to sign up on the sign-up sheets. | have three of them
in front of ne now Fred Todd wll bring the others down as
they' re conpl et ed.

W will be asking all witnesses to be sworn and wil |
be required to give testinony to state for the record their
nanme, residence, business or professional affiliation, the
nature of their interest in the hearing, and whether or not
they represent another individual, firm or other l|legal entity
for purposes of the hearing.

In addition to being transcribed, we'll be recording
the proceedings, so | would request that everybody that w shes
to testify cones down front and uses the m crophone in front
here so we record everything that is said and the court
reporter can hear what you're saying.

| will remnd everyone here -- this is very
inportant -- that all of the questions and testinony nust be
relevant to the Comm ssion's criteria for approval of this
project. Irrelevant and unduly repetitious material or
gquestions will be excluded fromthe record and wll not be used
in any part of the deci sion.

Now, the record of the hearing wll remain open for

at |least ten days for witten comments, until August 14th, and




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

an additional seven days, until the 21st, for rebuttal
testi nony as determ ned by nyself.

Witten public cormments will be entered into the
record until August 21st. No additional evidence or testinony
will be allowed into the record after that date.

And | would add an anmendnent here that the record,
given the nature of the hearing and how | ong and what happens
over the next couple of days, those dates m ght change. But
they will at |east be the dates that | have specified.

Now, | went to remnd you, | have a list here that
has sonething like 40 nanes on it all saying they want to
testify, and there's probably another 20 or 30 up there, so
we're | ooking at having 50 to 60 people who wish to testify
t oni ght .

Now, we'll be here -- | hesitate to say as |long as
you want us to be and we have been here all day already -- |
think I need to ask all of you to please |imt your testinony
to three to five mnutes. Long testinony doesn't necessarily
mean we're going to renenber it any better.

So those who speak briefly and to the point will be

remenbered. | hope | nmade nyself clear on that. |If you get
carried away, | have a gavel here, too. | hope | don't need to
use it. | don't want to shut anybody off that has sonething to
say.

In the spirit of trying to get everybody up here who
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wants to say sonething, we need all of your cooperation.

At this tine | need -- the other thing is, all the
people who wish to testify have to be sworn in, so all of you
who wish to be sworn need to stand -- I'msorry, who wish to

testify need to stand up and rai se your right hand for ne,

pl ease.

( PARTI Cl PANTS SWORN EN MASSE. )

THE CHAIR: If you didn't get sworn in and you deci de
to testify, | would appreciate it if you would |l et me know.

Now, we'll begin tonight briefly by asking Mrcia
Spencer - Fanous of the Comm ssion staff, who is going to give
you a brief summary of the whole admnistrative history of this
application, and then the Applicant is going to give a brief
presentation on the project, so everybody has a fairly conplete
picture of what is being proposed, and then we'll -- we have
to, as a formal matter, introduce into the record all of the
exhibits that will be considered. That's just a very sinple
adm ni strative matter.

Then fromthere we will go right to your public
testinmony, and I'mgoing to be calling you up based on this
list, and the only thing we'll take out of order, we do have a
couple of State senators here that we normally as a courtesy
allow themto testify first.

So we will be asking those folks to cone up in a

mnute after we've nade these two short presentations.
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Marci a, would you go ahead, please, wth your
present ati on.

M5. SPENCER- FAMOUS: This is Exhibit 9. It's a staff
statenment and adm nistrative history.

In February of 2006 -- Exhibit 9 is a staff statenent
and adm ni strative history.

In February of 2006 Mai ne Mountain Power submtted a
petition to rezone approxi mately 1,000 acres on Redi ngton Pond
Range and Bl ack Nubbl e Mountain in Redi ngton Townshi p, Franklin
County.

The purpose of this rezoning is to construct a
30-turbine wind farm The matter being considered at this tine
is a rezoning of the parcels and the prelimnary devel opnent
pl an.

Wthin the proposed plan devel opnent subdistrict, the
Appl i cant construct wi nd turbines on Bl ack Nubbl e Mountain and
Redi ngt on Pond Range, gravel access roads, and utility lines.

Qutside of the proposed plan devel opment subdistrict
associ ated with the project in Redington and Wnman Townshi ps,
the facility would include 31.5 kV and 115 kV utility lines,
access roads, naintenance buil ding, and substation.

The activities within the subdistrict would include
12 turbi nes on Redi ngton Pond Range, 18 turbines on
Bl ack Nubbl e Mountain, approximtely 12 mles of new gravel

roads, and above- and bel owground 34.5 kV utility |ines.
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Each turbine tower will be 260 feet tall wth a
300-foot diameter rotor for a total height of 410 feet.

The area to be cleared within the planned devel opnent
subdistrict will be 106 acres during construction, which wll
be reduced to 70 acres when operating after revegetation.

The total untouched area within the planned
devel opnent subdistrict would be 898 acres.

The access roads and utility lines, both within and
out si de the planned devel opnent subdistrict, for a total area,
will be cleared for a total area of clearing, including 11
mles of utility lines would be 307 acres. The total area of
wet | and inpact will be approximately one-third acre.

Adm ni strative history. A pre-application conference
was held in 2002, and the Applicant has consulted
periodically -- both before that tinme and after that tinme --
with LURC staff and with other State and Federal agency staff
since the md 1990s to nmake sure that agency concerns were
addressed and that all materials required for rezoning were
subm tt ed.

A pre-subm ssion neeting was held in August and then
again in Septenber with different State agencies and with LURC
staff prior to the submttal, which actually was done in
Decenber of 2005.

A draft petition was submtted at that point in

Decenber, and staff reviewed it to see if it was conplete in
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pr ocessi ng.

Aletter with deficiencies in the application was
sent in January of 2006. The Applicant revised the petition in
response to staff comments with a version of the petition and
was deened as conplete for processing on February 7th, 2006.

Staff notified the Applicant on February 8th and the
application was accepted as conplete and processed. A fornmal
review period was established and petition was sent to State
and Federal agencies and to stakeholders for review. Al
interested parties were notified.

The deadline for new comments was established and
that was April 28th. The Applicant then responded to agency
review comments in June. LURC at this point also engaged the
services of a contractor to provide a third-party review of the
i ndi vi dual assessnment section of the petition.

In March, Comm ssion staff asked the Conm ssion to
grant a public hearing and that was granted. The public
hearing date was not set at that tine.

Staff -- in May of 2006 the Comm ssion granted
i ntervenor status to 15 parties and al so acknow edged
participation in the proceedings by the National Park System as
a government agency.

Seven groups were in opposition to the petition; five
were for; and four stated a neutral position.

The public hearing date was set for the week of
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July 31st. Several other dates were tentatively schedul ed,

i ncl uding June 8th, for a pre-hearing conference, various dates
for pre-filed testinony to be submtted, and July 11th for a
Commi ssion site visit.

A pre-hearing conference was held on June 8th. A
pre-hearing order specified the dates for submttal of
pre-filed testinony and consolidation of Intervenors, hearing
schedul e, and other procedural matters. The final date for the
public hearing was set at that time as August 2nd through 4th.

Pre-filed testinony was submtted by the parties on
July 14th, except for the testinony fromthe National Park
Service and testinony prepared by LURC s scenic reviewer, was
submtted on July 25th.

Bart, do | need to submt the exhibit [ist -- do |
need to just put themin the file or do you want ne to read it?

The last nunber is 14 -- through 14. 1 through 14.
| would like to submt Exhibits List, Exhibits No. 1 through 14
to the file.

THE CHAIR: M. Thal er.

MR. THALER: M. Chairman, nenbers of the Conmm ssion,
|'mJeff Thaler. [|'mone of the permtting attorneys for the
Appl i cant .

Randy Mann will be giving an overvi ew of the project
for the Comm ssion and for the public. | think for conveni ence

of the public and the Comm ssion, Randy will stand a little bit
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over that way rather than right in front of you. O herw se,
his back would be to the audi ence.

MR. MANN. Good evening, M. Chairman, LURC
Comm ssioners, LURC staff, and | adies and gentl| enen.

Thank you all very nmuch for comng out to hear us
tonight. It's arainy night, it's a good night to be inside.

M/ nanme is Randy Mann, and I'mw th Edison M ssion
Energy. |'mresponsible for devel opi ng Edi son M ssion Energy
business. |'m honored to have the opportunity to present Mine
Mount ai n Power's Redi ngton Wnd Farm proposal to you tonight.

The proposed project is a $150 mllion 90 negawatt
wi nd generating facility. The picture that you're | ooking at
here is a proposed sinulation taken froma surveyor's hut off
t he Appal achian Trail on Crocker Mountain.

The wind turbines that you see to the left side are
on Redi ngton Mountain. Those are done a mle and a half from
where the photo was taken. The wind turbines that you see in
t he di stance are about 4.8 mles to Bl ack Nubbl e Muntain.

Mai ne Mountain Power is a partnership between Edison
M ssion Energy and Endl ess Energy Corporation. This
partnership brings together Edison Mssion Energy's |ong and
successful track record of wi nd energy, devel opnent, ownership,
and operation, as well as Endl ess Energy conpany's capabilities
and devel opnent of |ocal expertise.

Joining nme tonight from Edi son M ssion Energy are
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several folks. One is Jerry Lockman, who is the senior vice
presi dent of the conpany. He's responsible for all new
busi ness devel opnent w thin Edi son.

W al so have Tom McCabe sonewhere in the room
tonight. Tomis responsible for our environnental health and
safety activities.

Charlie Purnell, I think I saw himin the back, he's
responsi ble for our governnent relations activities.

Then we'll be joined over the next couple of days by
Pet er Gol dbrunner, who is responsible for construction of w nd
energy projects wthin Edison, and also Ron Muse will be
testifying tonorrow. He's responsible for project operations.

And of course we're joined by Harley Lee.
shouldn't forget to nention Harley, he's right here in front.
Harley is president of Endl ess Energy Corporation. And you'll
be hearing from Harley tonorrow norning as well.

Mai ne has been blessed with a trenmendous anount of
natural resources, and your state has tapped into those natural
resources for hydro electricity, for foresting, fishing,
farm ng, and for natural outdoor recreation. Wat we would
like to do is harvest the wind in your state. Right here in
the western nountains of Maine there's a trenmendous w nd
resource.

The phot ograph you're seeing is an operating w nd

turbine, which is of the sane type and nodel as what we would
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propose to deploy here in western Mi ne.

Qur project will deliver three principle benefits to
the state of Mine:

First, we'll deliver clean, renewabl e energy, enough
energy to serve about 40,000 Mi ne hones;

Second, we'll help relieve Miine's over dependence on
fossil fuels, fossil fuels that are expensive and volatile in
price;

And thirdly, perhaps the nost inportantly, we'll help
to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions and air pollution caused by
fossil fuel generation. This type of air pollution can
contribute to acid rain, snog, and other air quality problens.

W' ve brought together a fantastic team of industry
| eaders to help bring this project to fruition here in Mine.
In addition to Endl ess Energy and Edi son M ssion Energy, these
conpani es include Vestas, who will be supplying turbine
equi pnent for our project.

Vestas is the No. 1 turbine manufacturer in the
world. They've installed over 30,000 units.

VW'l|l also be joined by Mirtenson, a |eading
construction conpany for wind energy here in the United States.

And Constellation Energy, who is a leading retail
supplier of energy in Maine and in New England, will be buying
100 percent of the output of our project and then selling it in

turn locally here in Mine.
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You'll be hearing over the next couple of days from
representatives of each of these conpanies about their plans
and qualifications to help execute this project.

Qur partner, Endless Energy, has spent nore than a
decade searching for the nost appropriate site for wi nd energy
devel opnent here in the state of Maine. They've scoured
New Engl and and Mai ne and chosen Redi ngton and Bl ack Nubbl e
Mount ains as the nost appropriate place for wind energy
devel opnent .

There really are a series of reasons, but the two
that | want to highlight are that there's an outstandi ng wi nd
resource on those ridgeline nountains. That's No. 1.

And No. 2, we're at one of the few places in the
state of M ne where an outstanding ridgeline wind resource is
close to high level transm ssion. And those two features
t oget her nmake this an excellent spot.

W are not alone in seeking to develop a project in
this area. W're joined here by other devel opnent, which al so
t akes advantage of the natural resources in this area.

O her devel opnent includes ski areas, a bionmass
project, and extensive logging activities. |In fact, that
devel opment allows us to take advantage of sone existing roads
and transm ssion lines and thereby m nimze the environnent al
i npacts that our project wll have.

Over the period of tinme that we've been devel opi ng
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this project, we have solicited advice froma | arge nunber of
experts in a variety of fields, and these experts, including
| ocal and national experts, have given us advice about how to
best design our project to mnimze the environnmental inpact
that it will have. Over the next couple of days you'll hear
fromthose experts about the design and the plans for our

proj ect .

W' ve al so conducted extensive studies and anal ysis.
Experts in each of these areas will tal k about the extensive
studi es they have done and their conclusions that indicate that
our project will have no adverse inpact -- no undue adverse
i npact on the natural environnent.

We know that the scenic resources in this area are
inportant to you and to your state, and so we've been attentive
to that issue as well.

W have engaged vi sual experts who have studied this
i ssue extensively, and their analysis concludes that the
project will be visible froma very small anmount of the area,
in a 15-mle circunference, around our project.

W al so know that our project is close to the
Appal achian Trail in several spots. Again, we have studied the
Appal achian Trail and the viewpoints fromthat trail, and we've
anal yzed it and concluded that for only about 9 percent, the
trail within this 15-mle circunference, will our project sight

w |l be visible.
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It's inportant to note that from nost of those places
the hikers will also be able to see other devel opnent in the
area, including the ski resort, the |logging activities, other
activities that | nentioned earlier.

Qur project will also offer a series of benefits,
econom c and other, to the local comunity and the state of
Mai ne.

First of course are jobs. These wll be well paying
jobs, both in construction and in operation, and we have an
approach of trying to hire here locally if we can.

W al so offer other financial benefits, including
property taxes, the purchase of goods and services, and so on.

W al so know that recreation and conservation is
inportant in this area of Maine, and so our project offers a
proposal which conbi nes a package of |and conservation and | and
protection, as well as sonme new opportunities for recreation
and education. In the next couple of days we'll talk about
those plans in alittle nore detail.

W have been very gratified by the support that we
found in the state of Maine for our project. There have been
nunmerous polls, petitions, testinonials that have expressed
support for our project. This is consistent wwth what we found
across the country as we devel op renewabl e energy projects.

Peopl e recogni ze the need for renewable energy to

hel p make the electric generation industry nore sustainable,
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particularly in the face of increasing demand for electricity.

In summary, we have a well|l devel oped project, we have
an outstanding teamthat's ready to bring this project to
fruition, we have analyzed all of the issues and all of the
aspects of it, and we conclude that there will be no undue
adverse effect on the environnent.

W | ook forward to speaking with you over the next
coupl e of days, taking your questions, listening to your
f eedback, and we hope that the process will be informative for
all of us.

Agai n, thank you very nmuch for com ng out tonight.
l"'mgoing to turn it back over to the chairman

THE CHAIR:  Thank you, M. Mann. W w |l begin our
testi nony now fromthe public, and 1'"'mgoing to call on Senator
Cowger. |Is he here?

PUBLI C TESTI MONY

SENATOR CONGER: Thank you, Comm ssioner Harvey,
ot her Comm ssioners, Director Carroll

For the record | was actually No. 2 on the |ist.

| am Senator Scott Cowger from Hallowell. |
represent Kennebec County in the State legislature. |'malso
the Senate chair of the natural resources commttee, and | also
have served eight years on that commttee, and | also serve in
the current termas a nenber of the utility energy commttee,

so |I'mhopefully well versed to speak with you for a just a




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

17

coupl e of m nutes.

|"malso not running for reelection this year and
can't see this project in ny district, but I'"mhere to speak
with very strong support of the Redington Wnd Farm project for
both environnental and utility benefits.

| believe this singular project is a watershed nonent
for the future of renewable energy in Maine. The decisions you
make with this project are going to shape our future, not only
for us, but for future generations as well.

W nd power projects, as you' ve heard, nust be sited
in an area where there's steady wind in order to have a
reasonabl e econom ¢ payback. These areas are often going to be
on pristine nountain ridges or on sensitive coastal areas.
That's just where the wind is.

So all of us, especially you, have to nake sone very
i nportant choices. |If we're going to have viable w nd power
projects on a conmercial scale in Maine, we have to site them
where the winds are strongest and conti nuous.

| believe that if this neans that our nountain ranges
are lined with large turbines generating pollution-free energy,
then that's a choice that we just have to nake, and | say,
let's do this project and as nmany other wind projects as we
can.

And why? You heard sone of it just a mnute ago. W

in this country, our state, our towns, we're facing an
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irreversible and dramatic change in our climte as a result of
gl obal warm ng.

Wthout imediate and definitive actions at the
Federal, State, and local |evels, do we even stand a chance at
mnimzing the effects of climte change?

| personally believe it's already too late to stop
gl obal warm ng, so we nust take action nowto elimnate the
effects, including the actions you take, the approval of this
proj ect .

Wthout this wind farmand others like it, we wll be
facing in the next half century the likely loss of our ski
i ndustry. These buildings wll be vacant. Sugar maples w ||
stop running sap, taking the maple industry with them and our
beautiful fall foliage will be a nmenory only our grandparents
wi |l renmenber, devastating our fall tourism econony, taking
away the beauty that it provides.

But nost inportantly wi thout actions to mnimze
climte change, the w | derness experiences that we all now
enjoy today are not in the future. W're just going to have a
view of sonme gleamng silent white wnd turbines, but they're
going to fundanmental |y change.

Wth global warmng, we will |ose entire species of
flora and fauna, and the Maine woods will be a different place.

| don't want that to happen. | hope you will take

action, approving this project as a step, yes, a very snall
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step, but a definitive step, to mtigating the inpact of
climte change here in Maine and across the country.

W need electricity and we need clean electricity.

| also just want to say that beauty is in the eye of
the beholder. | think you'll hear from many people that the
objection of this project is viewing the turbines on seeing
them on nmountain ridges and seeing them fromthe Appal achi an
Trail. | think wind turbines are beautiful.

Parts of the AT go al ong highways in two towns, and
that's not a resenblance at all of wilderness. A view of clean
energy wi nd turbines viewed during a small portion of a hike on
the AT to ne would be a wel cone sight, a human conm tnent that
we have made to m nim zing our inpact on the environnent.

W will continue to have w | derness experiences with
this project, just a distant view of sone clean renewabl e
ener gy generati on.

Finally on a personal note, | have a personal size
wind turbine at ny hone. |It's 10 kilowatts, very small turbine
conpared to these, granted. But nmany people from around the
country and from around our state have marvelled at that snal
turbine. They've been excited to see it perform ng, and they
ask me about it all the tinme. They're very excited to see that
it provides sone of the power that they're actually using.

We hope in our little hone business to augnent that

wi th sone solar panels, a solar tower, this fall and actually
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provide a majority of our power fromrenewabl e sources.

| think it's time the state of Miine nmakes a
commtnent to doing that as well, and this project is just a
step in that direction.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: |Is Senator Striming here? There he is.

SENATOR STRIMLING  Thank you very much
M. Chairman, Conm ssioners. | very mnmuch appreciate your being
here tonight and hearing this testinony. Being in the
| egi slature, we often have hearings like this. | actually find
it to be the nost exiting part of our denocracy. It gives
peopl e an opportunity to speak.

| would say to begin, | find it ironic, or sad I
guess, that we are debating today alternative energy on
perhaps -- a necessity for alternative energy -- on perhaps the
hottest day of the year and perhaps the hottest year on record
and perhaps the hottest decade on record.

To sunmari ze what Senator Cowger was saying, it is an
i nconvenient truth that wind projects nust go where the w nd
is, and we nust devel op these projects.

| have submtted to you a letter in support of this
project. | stand by that letter. | had submtted |egislation
| ast year, which was signed into |aw by our governor, to allow
tax incentives for snmall-scale wind projects.

Part of the reason that | created the bill for
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smal | -scale wind projects is because of how difficult it is to
create these larger projects. Because people are fearful of
the larger projects, | thought, well, nmaybe we'd start with
sone of the smaller ones.

| f you approve this project, it wll make bills like
m ne conpl etely unnecessary because | believe once this project
goes up, people will start to recognize this is okay. In fact,
this is better than okay, this is necessary.

The air we breathe is so nmuch nore inportant than the
subj ective aesthetic of whether we |ike sonething or not.

| ama senator from Portland. And lest you think I
aman interloper or a carpet bagger in comng up to testify
here today, please recognize that | also -- ny famly owns
property in Redi ngton.

And not only do they own property in Redington, but
t he back porch | ooks exactly on these nountain ranges.

Exactly. There is Sugarloaf to the right, and there are these
nount ai n ranges where the turbines are going.

Everybody in ny famly supports this project because
| think that if we can give up a little bit of our view -- and
again | think it's subjective because | don't have a probl em
with them-- but if we have to give up just a little bit of our
view to make sure that our children and our children's children
breathe fresh air, then let the turbines rise.

Thank you very nuch for your hard work.
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THE CHAIR: Are there any other State representatives
that |"'mnot aware of ? If not, I'mgoing to start at the top
of the list.

|"'mup to 8 pages now that have 13 nanmes on them

We'll go right back to the top of the list. W have
Dave Evans.

MR. EVANS: Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN: Make sure you tell us where you're
from Sonebody left me a note. Tell nme where you're from
Dave. Thank you.

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Chairman, thank you,
Conmm ssi oners.

| am Dave Evans from Brooklin, Maine. |I'mretired, |
don't have any associations -- affiliations. | ama proponent
of renewabl e energy, and | plan to tell you why.

|'ve hiked in these nountains and on the Appal achi an
Trail, and they're both very, very beautiful. 1've also hiked
past oil wells, with their noise and their stink of sulfur.
|"ve helped to plant trees in old coal m nes.

|'ve rode a row boat through extrenely, alarmngly
hot water froma power plant. Perhaps these are the reasons
that | get all ny electricity now fromfour small solar
el ectric panels.

But | don't operate in a vacuum The community

around ne, ny neighbors, the schools, nost of themget their
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electricity fromthe grid, and if they don't get electricity
from cl ean sources, such as wnd, they will be getting it from
nore strip mnes, nore oil wells -- either here or in other
countries.

| ' ve seen these destructive sources, and | don't I|ike
them Environnmental groups often say, Not here, not there, and
it's time to say devel oping wi nd on Redi ngton Mountain is far
| ess destructive than devel oping m nes and other types of power
pl ants el sewhere.

It takes days to pedal a bicycle past the destruction
t hrough Kentucky and West Virginia. W can do better with
Redi ngt on w nd.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Sally lverson, is she here?

The next after Sally we have Jo Craener. | believe
that's the pronunciation. Wy don't you -- if you could get
yourself ready to go when Sally is done, that would be hel pful.

Thank you.

M5. | VERSON: Good evening, M. Chairnman and
Commi ssioners. |I'mSally Iverson. | live in Eustis, Mine.

|"'mhere to oppose this project. M husband and |
live on Eustis R dge, and we are anong those blessed with a
panoram c¢ view of the nountains, including Redington and
Bl ack Nubbl e.

W watch the | eaves change, we watch the seasons
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change. [I'man artist and | draw a sense of peace and
inspiration fromthat view.

| can't fathom | ooking out on these nountains and
seeing turbines that are as tall as 40-story buildings. | just
can't even inmagine towers that high.

What | can imagine, though, is that these towers
woul d be a detrinment to the nountains thenselves, to the
wildlife, to the I ocal fol ks whose econony depends upon hikers
and snownobilers, tourists comng into our area. | can even
i magi ne these turbines would be a detrinment to the value of ny
property.

"' mal so appal |l ed that strangers anbng us are com ng
into our area and ask this Comm ssion to reverse an earlier
deci sion to protect our nountains. The reasons you cane to
that decision initially are still valid.

And why do they want you to change that zoning? To
produce electricity the state of Mine doesn't even need.

Pl ease deny Miine Muntain Power the perm ssion to cone in here
and desecrate our nountains.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: | know we all want to appl aud those folks
who are espousi ng your point of view, but we're gobbling up a
ot of time when you do that, and | don't think it serves a |lot
of purpose. | appreciate that you would limt your

denonstrations in support or disapproval because that doesn't
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serve any purpose at all for any of us.

If you want to say thank you to Sally afterwards,
that's quite appropriate. It just bogs the process down.

W have M ss Craener and after her is John Dutton.

M5. CRAEMER: (Good evening. Thank you,

Comm ssioners, M. Chairman, and for taking the tine to cone
here.

M/ nane is Jo Craener, and | |live in Eustis, Mine.
Let ne say at the outset that | think the concept of harvesting
the wnd to create electrical power can be in the right
geogr aphi cal and econom c environnent is a pretty nifty idea.

But | have serious reservations about the proposed
wind farmhere in Maine. There are five itens that | would
like to bring to the attention at this hearing.

First, ny first point concerns the econom cs of power
generation. Electricity generated by these proposed w nd
turbines will depend upon financial subsidies if it's to be
cost conpetitive. These subsidies paid for with ny tax dollars
will be needed both to build windmlls and to pay part of their
operati ng expenses for unending years in the future.

| strongly object to ny tax dollars -- State or
Federal -- being used to produce el ectrical power that conpetes
with and is intrinsically nore expensive than power generated
by Maine's existing eco friendly biomass and hydroel ectric

pl ants.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

26

Mai ne' s existing generating facilities already
produce power in excess of our state's needs, and it is ny
under standi ng that there are |ongstanding plans for nore
bi omass and hydroelectric plants to be built.

Power plants utilizing Miine's abundant bi omass wil |
bring jobs to people who will be utilizing a renewabl e use
resource and wll keep our forests cleaner, reducing risk of
fire, as well as reducing the em ssions generated by natural
deconpensation of wood trash let in the woods from | unbering
oper ati ons.

M/ second point concerns the proposed |ocation of
this windm Il project. | strongly object to the proposed site
plan for these wind turbines. It makes no sense to permanently
and drastically damage visually and ecol ogically one of our
state's nost magni ficent scenic areas.

The visual pollution will not be in our face 365 days
a year -- will be in our face 365 days a year, forever. The
power that these wi nd turbines produce will not be produced 365
days a year.

W're being told by the fol ks who are pushing this
project in our faces that the towers are capable of producing X
kil owatt hours. What we're not hearing fromthemis a
realistic statenment of what will actually be produced.

Let ne repeat this. | amnot hearing fromthem

exactly what benefit we can expect in exchange for visua
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pollution and habitat destruction that these turbines wll
bri ng.

| want themto tell ne now, not after the turbines
are built.

And this bring me to ny third concern. [|I'm
astoni shed and |'m appal | ed that anyone thinks that these w nd
turbines will be operational for any significant percentage of
the tine.

First we have to deal with ice and snow. Those of us
who live here or who vacation here and those of us who ski or
snowrobi l e on the higher terrain, are well aware of the reality
of the heavy, thick incrustation of hard ice and snow on the
trees on all of our ridges. This is hard ice. It nmakes every
needl e and twig of our trees sparkle with beauty. That
incrustation of frozen snow and ice will also build up on the
towers and bl ades of the wi nd turbines.

These bl ades are functionally conparable to the
propel |l er bl ades of an airplane or a helicopter rotor blades.
As a pilot, | know that ice accunmul ation neans that you nust
have a way to renove the ice fromyour propeller and your w ngs
and that ice accunul ati on does not cone off evenly, not in
random chunks or there will be an inbal ance that can cause
cat astr ophi c damage.

These w ndm || bl ades have the sane aerodynam c

i nperatives. They cannot operate until the accumulation is
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melted off to a safe level, and it won't take nmuch accunul ation
to be unsafe.

| ce can accunulate in many ways on the wi nd turbine
bl ades. Dry snow won't present nuch of a problem but wet
sticky snow will, freezing rain will, ice fog wll.

lce fog is the stuff that forns from super cool ed
water droplets in the clouds. Wien this super cooled liquid
comes in contact with turbine surfaces that are col der than 32
degrees, it will solidify into a coat of ice crystals known as
whore frost.

Anot her type of ice is rinme ice, r-i-me, which forns
when freezing fog or noisture |aden clouds cone in contact with
the cold blades and towers and forns a continuous thick |ayer
of ice.

Who anong you think the ice will nmelt quickly off in
the winter. Qur tenperatures wll remain below freezing for
nonths at a tine, especially at the altitude where the
windmlls would be built.

Anot her factor is the wind speed. It's not only snow
and ice conditions that will inpact the percentage of tine that
these wind turbines can operate. There's wind speed to
consider as well: Too little wnd, they don't operate; too
much wind, they won't operate. They need to be shut down for
operational safety reasons.

Wnd speed is a factor 12 nonths of the year, not
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just the wnter. For exanple, the existing small towers, the
radi o/t el ephone towers on top of Sugarloaf's peak, are
structurally engineered to support a 6-inch layer of solid ice
and they're designed to withstand wi nd speeds up to 150 mles
an hour .

Wnds up on that peak routinely reach 60 to 70 mles
an hour, and it's not unusual for themto be higher.

These wind turbines may renai n standi ng under these
conditions, but they nost certainly would be shut down
operationally and at nmuch | ower speeds than these.

What happens when the windmlls are not generating?
W1l our houses go dark? No. Oher generating plants wll
have to pick up the load and they'll have to be ready to go at
a nmonent's notice. This neans they have to stay powered up at
an operational level to take up the sl ack.

My fourth point, | have great concern that the
Mount ai n Power folks are drastically understating the visua
i npacts of these w nd turbines.

If you're driving to this area, for exanple, up
Route 27, Sugarloaf Muntain is first visible fromabout 10
mles east of Kingfield. W were com ng hone |ast Sunday, the
air was clear and crisp, and I could clearly see the three
small towers on Sugarloaf's peak. One is for the radio
station, WICS-FM the other two are for radio transm ssion used

for such things as police and energency comruni cations and for
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cell phones.

| stopped and took several pictures fromthis
| ocation and have attached themto ny witten statenment, which
| will give to the Conm ssion when | finish.

| also stopped in Kingfield and at Ch- My- Gosh Cor ner
to take nore photographs as we drove hone. These small towers
were clearly visible fromevery spot on Sugarloaf as we drove
hone.

The wwndmlls are not only tall. They're w der, they
have rotating blades and will draw the eye to them and wl|
flicker in the sunlight. There wll be 30 of these huge
towers. If | can see these existing snmall towers from such
di stance and from so many | ocations, how could even one
windmll, much less 30 of them not be a huge visual feature.

The fact that you folks are here at this hearing
inplies you have concern for and know edge about the natural
wor | d.

As a nurse, | would like to point out one interesting
fact. The human eye is naturally disposed to focus on
nmovenment. You mght not notice, for exanple, a bird perched on
atree linb, but your attention will imediately be focused on
its novenent when it takes flight. A small stationary cow wll
not have much visual inpact. Huge light towers with rotating
bl ades flashing in the sunshine or with warning lights at night

will alnost certainly constitute a visual inpact on our
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wi | der ness.

M/ fifth and final point concerns trust and honesty.
| already have grave doubts that Miine Muntain Power has been
up front with us about the econom c, ecological, and visua
inpact of this project. M dad used to say that honesty isn't
a sonetinmes thing. You're either trustworthy or you're not.

| want an explanation of why Maine Muntain Power
t hought it necessary to bus in supporters for the windmlls
from coastal regions.

Wiy did they think it necessary to provide themwth
free transportation, free food, a tour, as well as pens and
badges showi ng their support? W are they trying to inpress,
LURC? Us? Are they trying to overwhelmthe |ocal folks with
nunber s?

If they're willing to indulge in such bl atant
representations of support or this project, what else are they
doing to msrepresent to us?

| have attended sone of the prelimnary informtion
nmeeti ngs about these wind turbines. The representatives proved
to be pretty darned evasive. Wen we asked them pointed
gquestions, they replied with answers about sonething entirely
unr el at ed.

The view from ny house extends from the east slope of
t he Bi gel ow Mountain Range to the west slopes of Saddl eback

Mountain in Rangeley. | clearly see Sugarloaf, Redi ngton,
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Bl ack Nubbl e Mountain, and all of the associated sl opes and
ridges along this chain of nountains.

| really don't want to put these huge towers and
turbine blades flickering for mles along these beautiful
ridges, and | don't think nost other people will want to
either. | especially don't want to forever destroy the fragile
beauty of this nountain area for dubious rewards that only line
t he pockets of people from away.

Qur nmountains are a resource for Maine. They bring
tourists, they brings folks here for recreation of all Kkinds.
They attract property owners. This brings jobs, tax dollars to
Mai ne and to our |ocal area.

The dubi ous benefits fromthe wind turbines aren't
worth the costs to our econony or our environnment.

Thank you for your tine and your attention.

THE CHAIR: M. Dutton, and following himthere's --
|"msorry, | can't read your |l ast nane. Janes from Al exandri a,
Virginia.

MR. DUTTON: Hello, 1I'lIl be quick, | promse.

THE CHAIR: You've got to tell us who you are and
where you're from

MR. DUTTON: Wiere am | fron? |'ma Miner.

John M. Dutton. | live in Portland, 16 Haw horne
Street. E-mail, JMDutton@hine.rr.com

Hot in Sugarloaf? Wit a mnute, rain and drain.
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Rescued again by Maine. Keep it that way.

| am opposed to this thing. Thanks for letting ne
speak here and saying this way, | feel nore confortable this
way. Is that all right with you folks? | have to hold on. It
conmes with tine.

PARTI Cl PANT: W can't hear you.

THE CHAIR:  You have to speak into the m crophone,
John.

MR. DUTTON: |I'magainst this wwndm |l project. |I'm
not against all wwindmlls, just against putting 30 400-f oot
wi ndm || s between Saddl eback and Sugarl oaf right beside the A
Trail, the Appal achian Trail.

Incidentally, these windmlls are designed to stand
taller than the cable towers of the new Penobscot River Bridge
or the new WAl do- Hancock Bridge over the Penobscot to Verona
| sl and.

MWP's wind use plan is faulty on the face of it.

Just put in 30 400-foot wndmlls between Saddl eback and
Sugar | oaf right beside the Appal achian Trail. Incidentally,

t he people who are building the bridge over the Penobscot are
two good Mai ne conpanies, Cncette Brothers fromPittsfield;
engi neers are Reed & Reed --

THE CHAIR: John, this is a hearing about w nd power,
not about the bridge down in Bucksport. Now please stick to

t he subject.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

34

MR. DUTTON: You want to tell ne what to say? Co
ri ght ahead.

THE CHAIR: [|I'mtelling you to either tell us what
your objections are to wind power --

MR. DUTTON: Do you want to hear what | have to say
or what you have to say?

THE CHAIR: | don't want to hear about the bridge.

(To the audi ence) Ckay, hold your hands up if you
want nme to talk. Hold your hands up if you want ne to talKk.

THE CHAIR: John, please, |I'm saying you have to
stick to the subject.

MR. DUTTON: Do you want nme to talk or don't you?

THE CHAIR: | do. |1'mhappy to have you talk but I'd
just ask you to stick to the subject.

MR. DUTTON: May | tal k?

PARTI Cl PANT:  You' ve got three m nutes.

THE CHAIR: You've got three mnutes left, so go
ahead.

MR. DUTTON: You folks aren't that friendly, are you?

THE CHAIR: Well, we've got about 60 ot her people who
woul d li ke to say sonet hing.

MR. DUTTON: | know that. | prom se to be quick.
You' re not hel pi ng.

THE CHAIR: Go ahead and fi nish.

MR. DUTTON: How nmuch tine did you use? Can you add
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that to ny tine?

THE CHAIR:  Finish, please, John.

MR. DUTTON: Ckay. Wwo am| to say these things?
Vell, I"'ma Miner, born and brought up here with all those old
Mai ne bi ases.

How ol d? Let's just say |'ve got nore road behind ne
than ahead of nme. At one tinme or another |'ve |ived, worked,
travell ed, fished, hunted in about every one of these 16
counties plus nost of its ocean bays, fox holes, and all.

Like others |I love this state. | want it to have a
special future. Miine needs to be special. It's always been
recogni zed as a special place for mllions of people outside of
Mai ne, and once special places are gone, they're gone for good.

M/ famly's been in Miine for generations. Does that
make us different? Not at all. Does Miine welcone others? O
course it does. How did we all get here in the first place?

Being in Maine neans respecting Maine. Do these MW
peopl e respect Maine, or do they just want to nake a fast buck?

MWP says its power will |ight 40,000 hones. Are
t hose Maine honmes? Don't be fooled. Al of those electrons go
out of state into a nmulti-state electric grid.

Do you want a nulti-thousand bulb electric entrance
in your hone sending 30,000 kilowatts? | don't think so. Not
if even if the fire departnent is next door and not unless you

want new nei ghbors and friends very soon.
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Are you okay?

THE CHAIR: Are you done?

MR. DUTTON: |'ve got another paragraph.

THE CHAIR: Go ahead. Please finish up.

MR. DUTTON: Energy is fast, very fast, as fast as
the wind blades turn the neters. Wat a nice way to coll ect
pay. Not many Mainers are that |ucky. W can buy it back.
Wiy should we? The many tinmes it cost to produce right here,
okay.

Finally, nore seriously. Sorry, this is hard work
for ne.

PARTI Cl PANT: | know.

MR. DUTTON: Finally nore seriously, what |lies
bet ween Saddl eback and Sugarloaf is not just any old view.

Whenever you conme this direction, Black Nubble and
Redi ngton stand out. You can easily see it fromright here.
know because | learned to streamfish right here. Where?
Vel l, the South Branch of Dead River, Redington Stream
Augerton, Perry, Nash Stream and the Sandy R ver.

These peaks are al so seen when clinmbing Crocker,

Bi gel ow, East and West Kennebago, Spotted Muntain, Snow Cap,
and so on.

These run right along the A Trail, and right bel ow
the A Trail are many natural nostly wild townships.

Dal | as, Davis, Lang, Bigelow, Cartland, Carrabassett,
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Redi ngt on, Mount Abrans, Silas, Wnan, Madrid, and Sullivan,
each 36 square mles. Altogether nore |and than Rhode Isl and.

Spoil this place? | trust the answer is thank you
for your kind offer, but no. Again, thank you very nuch for
letting ne be here. John Dutton.

MR. HUTZLER: Good eveni ng, Comm ssioner Harvey and
the other Conmm ssioners. M nane is Janes Hutzler. |I'ma
resident of Alexandria, Virginia and part owner of a summer
canp here on Qguossoc.

"' man avid Appal achian Trail user and a vol unteer
trail maintainer wwth the Potonmac Appal achian Trail C ub.

M/ grandparents cane to the Rangel ey Lakes regi on 90
years ago. They cane for a very good reason, because it truly
was and still is God's country, pure and sinple.

What you're considering here today is the question of
right and wong and indeed good and evil. Al of CGod's
wondrous creations nmust not be sacrificed to satisfy man's | ust
to consune.

The sheer scale of this industrial installation
pl aced in what is perhaps Maine's nost precious inland nountain
wonder | and | eaves ne renarkably sad and bew | der ed.

Over these three days you will hear nmany facts
refuting the pronoter's disingenuous propaganda. In the
sinplest of terns, this massive industrial installation would

| eave this place wounded and scarred forever.
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Ch, beautiful for spacious skies, for anber waves of
grain, for purple nountain najesties above the fruited plain.
Anerica, Anerica, God shed his grace on ne.

Pl ease stop this nmadness.

THE CHAIR: Fred Hardy. Ed MIler will be the next
one.

MR. HARDY: (Good evening, M. Chairman and nenbers of
the LURC committee. | appreciate the opportunity to cone
bef ore you tonight.

M/ nane is Fred Hardy. | live in the town of
New Sharon, which is also in Franklin County.

| have lived in the town of New Sharon for sone 46
years and |'ma native of the state of Maine. |['ve lived in
Franklin County for all but nine years of ny |ife thus far.

| am al so a Franklin County Conmm ssioner, although
represent District Il, which is Farm ngton, New Sharon, and
Chesterville, and I'"'mtestifying here tonight on ny own behal f,
not as a county conm ssi oner.

| amalso aretired dairy farner, which makes ne an
environnent al i st, maybe not because | wanted to be but because
it's necessary to be able to keep a dairy farm going.

So | have nothing -- |I'mnot opposed to viewsheds, so
to speak, and | say to you tonight that that's basically what
this is nostly about is viewsheds. W' ve heard a |lot of that

with the Saddl eback issue, and it's about the aesthetics, and
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sonebody nentioned before here tonight that, you know, beauty
is in the eye of the beholder. | certainly agree with that.

|, nyself, enjoy travelling in this area of Franklin
County fromtine to tine and over the years. |'mvery proud of
Franklin County overall. | certainly would not want to do
sonmething to basically tear down this beauty, but | can't, in
my own opinion, see that these towers would be so devastating
to the views.

W've heard here before tonight -- and |'m sure you
will many tinmes throughout -- about the gl obal warm ng issue.
| have never been all warm and cozy to that idea, but at the
sanme tinme there appears to be sone truth to it, and certainly
if we believe in global warmng, wind towers are going to be
one way that we can produce electricity wwth a renewabl e source
which certainly won't contribute to gl obal warm ng.

Ol depletion, I've heard for several years now that
we're on the down side of our supply of oil throughout the
world. W may have a fair anmount of oil left in and around the
United States that they haven't drilled for yet, but sonetine
in the distant future we won't have oil. Certainly |I'm not
going to see that but | ooking down the road for our
grandchil dren and their children

Al so, coal, of course, coal and oil both are very
pol | uti ng.

It was nentioned here once before tonight -- and |
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had included this in ny testinony -- the concern for this power
not being sold within Franklin County. | have had a couple of
di scussions with Harley Lee from Endl ess Energy, and certainly
he assures ne that we're going to get first dibs, and there are
peopl e here who I'm sure that may not believe that.

However, that may be beside the fact that no nmatter
where this power gets used, the fact remains that we stil
don't contribute to the global warm ng and the use of oil, the
depl etion of oil and coal, wind certainly being a clean and
renewabl e source.

| -- just the other day thinking about comng in to
give testinony at sone period intinme, | was riding -- it
happened to be in the Madi son area over the roads over there
where they're building a new greenhouse, see, so they put in
sonme extra poles for power generation, so as far as views are
concerned, | think if we hadn't got used to seeing all these
pol es and hanging with the wire up and down the road, |'m sure
we woul d be upset about that.

The other thing | think is this beautiful setup that
we have on Sugarl oaf Muwuntain. |[If we had sone of the sane
peopl e opposed to any type of devel opnent 50 years ago, | doubt
this would be here, because who would want to |l ook at all these
scars of clear cutting up and down this nountain, and yet it's
been a great facility.

| would just |eave you with one thought. | thought,
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putting testinony together, | thought as far as wind power is
concerned, if not us, who? And if not now, when? And if not
here, where?

Nobody seens to -- they don't want it here, but they

don't seemto say where they'd like to have it, just not have

it here.
Thank you very nuch.
THE CHAIR: Thank you.
Ed MIler. Neil lverson is the next one on the |ist.
MR. M LLER: Chairman Harvey and nenbers of the
Commi ssion staff, ny nane is Ed MIler, I'"'mthe CEO of the
American Lung Association of Maine. |'mhere today to speak in

support of the Redi ngton project.

Qur organi zation's been around for al nobst a hundred
years with the m ssion of preventing |ung di sease and pronoting
| ung heal th.

Over those hundred years, we address what we consi der
to be the nost serious threats to lung health in the state of
Mai ne, starting off with tuberculosis and noving quickly to
t obacco, and air quality is nowright at the top of that |ist,
specifically particulate air pollution, which, as |I've told a
nunber of legislative conmttees, the nore we |earn about it,
the nore dangerous it is.

Air pollution is a significant problemin this state

for everyone but especially for the 120,000 people in this
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state who have |lung di sease. Conbine that with one of the
hi ghest |ung disease rates in the country, and we have a
significant public health problemin this state.

Regar dl ess of what happens with the Redi ngton
project, in our Healthy Air Report that we issue each year, we
call attention to the two nost significant air quality probl ens
in this state, and one of our serious recommendations is that
there be air nonitoring in the western nountains. There is no
air nmonitoring here. That stuff that you see out there is not
just fog, it's air pollution, and we need to be determ ning how
serious it is.

W need to do everything we can to reduce air
pol lution sources in Maine and the nation to the | owest |evels
possi bl e. Those sources are largely a result of our fossil
fuel energy and transportation systens.

They're the same sources responsi ble for globa
warmng. |If nothing is done, the health risks to Mii ne people
will continue to increase. Doing nothing is not an option.
Corrective action wll require a sustained and aggressive
conbi nati on of energy efficiency, conservation, and increased
cl ean fuel capacity, including solar, biomss, and w nd.

Is the investnent in clean energy here worth it?
Absolutely. W're spending over $150 million on lung disease
alone in this state, much of that is contributed by our poor

air quality. W can't afford not to take action.
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Wnd power is viable, necessary, but undevel oped.

Mai ne's capacity to host wnd farns is [imted. Qur
organi zation was very interested with the potential comunity
| evel wind power to neet nore of our energy needs. Last sunmer
with our partners, Coastal Enterprise Institute, the Jededi ah
Foundati on, we sponsored a study to explore comrunity-based
wi nd power. Included with ny testinony is a sunmary of our
feasibility study.

W woul d hope that community windmlls mght becone
as avail able and comon as water towers in communities to
supply clean, reliable energy.

What we found even when | ooking at snaller w nd
projects, only 15 sites in Mii ne have the right conbination of
factors, including wind speed, to make conmmunity wi nd projects
a viabl e option.

Mai ne' s best wind sources, as you've heard, are in
the western nountains and along the coast. Redington is one of
the few opportunities for |large-scale significant wind power in
Maine. Gven this reality, the need for Redington as a key
wi nd resource is magnified.

This is not just a local issue. Al the people in
Mai ne have a stake in Redington because all people are affected
by air pollution. Even those of you who do not have | ung
di sease probably know sonebody with asthma or other form of

| ung di sease.
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Those people that hike are no different than the rest
of us. They are also susceptible to air pollution. 1In fact, a
study that was done anong hikers in Acadia National Park found
that 50 percent of them had allergies. Many of them had
respiratory problens; 15 percent had high bl ood pressure and
hypertensi on, hypertension and heart disease, all of which are
affected by air pollution.

Unfortunately, it's going to take a |lot nore than
bringi ng Redington on line to break our addiction to fossil
fuel. Qur organization wll continue to support a project that
proposes healthier alternatives to coal, oil, and natural gas.

W realize that you nust take many factors into
consideration in reaching your decision. But Redington is a
healthy air step in the right direction. The American Lung
Associ ation in Miine urges your support.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR:  Neil Iverson. You'll be followed by
Bar bara U man.

MR. IVERSON: | thank you for the invitation and the
possibility of speaking to you tonight.

THE CHAIR: For the record could you state your nane,
pl ease, Nei l

MR. IVERSON: |I'mNeil lverson. | live in Eustis.
l"'mretired, and I am opposed to this project.

Though we readily acknow edge the need for
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al ternative sources of energy in our nation, the proposed
devel opnent site of this wind farmis totally inappropriate.

The nountain peaks in question -- Redington and
Bl ack Nubble -- are a treasure given to us mllions of years
ago, a treasure to the thousands of hikers that cone across the
Appal achian Trail, to the many tourists who cone to enjoy
hunti ng, snowmobiling, and the fall foliage.

Most of all, these nountains are a treasure to those
of us who work and live in Franklin County and experience them
every day.

Back in the 1970s LURC zoned these nountai ns above
2,700 feet to be fragile nountain areas to be protected for the
future of Maine and all who cone here to visit. That decision
by LURC expressed a wi sdom and respect for one of Miine's nost
val uabl e assets and resources.

The criteria that went into that decision years ago
exi sts very nuch today.

| live on Eustis Ridge with a clear view of these
mountains. Every fall many tourists and even sone tour buses
clinb the ridge for a view of that nountain foliage.

Many of these people stay at our local notels, they
eat at our restaurants, they contribute a substantial anmount to
our | ocal econony.

|'"ve tal ked to sone of these tourists because they've

conme and they've turned around in ny driveway. Tourists from
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Massachusetts, from New Jersey, from Pennsylvania, and they al
make the sane point: How fortunate we are here to have
unspoi | ed, underdevel oped nountains. Back honme everywhere they
go it seens they see factories and nalls and power |ines and

ur ban devel opnent.

The windmlls proposed for these nountaintops wll be
over 400 feet high. That's taller than a 40-story buil di ng.
The destruction and devastati on of these nountaintops resulting
fromthis project wll be forever.

There is no one alive who will be able to restore
their natural state of beauty. That beauty, that treasure,
will be extinct.

| urge you to protect these nountains. Leave the
zoning restrictions in place and preserve these nountains for
our generation and for all the generations that follow

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Following Barbara is Duluth Wng.

M5. ULMAN: |'m Barbara Unman. [|'ma | andowner on
Rangel ey Lake. MW famly has been comng to the sane place for
91 years. | have a deep and abiding love for this area, for
t he beauty, for the peace, for the darkness at night, for the
animal s and creatures that |ive here.

"' mvery much opposed to this project. 1|'ve seen
simlar projects in California, huge ones.

In ny experience, about a third of the wwndmlls are
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working at one tinme. They break, they don't work. They're
still there on the |and.

Bats and birds are killed by these windmlls.
under stand that this conpany needs to prove that they will not
be killing wildlife. | don't think they have proved that. |
think they need to | ook at what they're doing and think about
what destruction they m ght be causing.

It's not that |'mopposed to alternate energy. |
really feel we do need an alternate to fossil fuels.

Sol ar power is cleaner and | ess dangerous, |ess
destructive, and it's avail abl e.

Wnd power, in the right place, yes. The right place
isin the Geat Plains. There is a power grid in the
United States.

The center of our country is huge and vast. A wi nd
power plant there would not destroy nountains, they wouldn't
have to level the tops of a whole ridge -- which |I've heard is
what is planned -- in order to put up wind turbines. |[If they
must do it, it should be done there where it's not obscuring
beautiful views -- or changing beautiful views | should say.

| think someone el se nentioned that the wind isn't
predi ctabl e or steady enough to always have the w nd turbines
wor ki ng, which nmeans that the fossil fuel plants will always
have to be fired up. This doesn't save us much in the way of

ener gy.
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| come to this area fromthe Rangeley region fairly
often. W cone to restaurants in Eustis and Stratton. W do
sone hi king on the Appal achian Trail and sone of the other
trails outside of the Stratton area.

| believe that it would be a desecration to the |and
to create an industrial site here, which is what is proposed.

| al so understand that Edison Power, which is a
partner in this, is not always green. | know that they have
many very highly polluting plants, so to be touting thensel ves
as a green source of energy is a very partial description of
what they actually do.

The m nuscul e reduction in the use of fossil fuels
that this plant m ght produce is not worth the destruction that
it would cause to the view and to the aninmals.

Also the fact that it will be lighted at night is an
insult to the residents of the area, and destruction to the
animals that require it dark at night. There are many
nocturnal aninmals whose habitats are very nuch di sturbed by
lighting at night of this kind.

| feel that in respect for the people and other
animal s and the scenery, that this project should be definitely
and resoundi ngly def eat ed.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Duluth. Followng Duluth is Davis from

Rangeley. [I'msorry, | can't read your |ast nane, but if
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you' re here, you're next.

MR WNG M nane is Duluth Wng. |'m opposed to
the project of rezoning any of Miine's nountains. M nessage
tonight is for LURC and all concerned.

In 1950 the people of Dead River Valley lost their
hones, their jobs, their way of |ife when the Central Maine
Power Conpany proved to us that our value would be a huge | ake
to generate electricity.

W were hoodw nked, hoodw nked by a | arge concern in
the nane of electricity. They didn't even put generators in
t he dam that created such havoc.

Apparently they didn't need electricity then, nor do
they need it now as they are exporting it at a loss to be used
in other states.

If we could have had LURC in those days, a hearing
such as this m ght have prevented such havoc.

W were hoodw nked again when the proposed energy
shortage of the '70s dropped us the Stratton Bi onass.
Apparently COW signed a long-termcontract with them and | am
told now that the reason our rates are so high is because of
t he bi omass contracts.

Again, a large firmfromout of state is selling us
power we don't need at a higher rate. Conme on Miners, stand
up and be counted. Save Bigel ow.

And anot her thing, these |arge concerns from away
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will tell you anything to get their foot in the door, then
change their prom ses. For exanple, the biomass people
prom sed us to burn only clean forest products. Their snoke
stack would emt only white steam yet at present they are
burni ng out-of -state denolition.

The bl ue snoke from the snoke stack is observed every
norning as it covers the valley. 1t's very evident to ne that
when any large industry utilizes our resources, they wll
change their mnds later to their advantage, and | strongly
feel that if we let themdisfigure two nountaintops today, we
will be hard pressed to prevent wind towers on many nore of our
Mai ne nount ai ns.

Again, it is our loss all in the name of electricity
for out-of-state consunption.

In ny 38 years as a forest ranger, | have spent many
days in | ookout towers on these nearby nountains. | can
truthfully attest that there are nmany days when there is no
wi nd, and there are many days when the wind is so strong that
the turbines would not be able to operate.

In the five long nonths of winter, there is rine ice
formng on our fire towers to the point that it breaks them
apart. Rme ice is frozen cloud material present at nost high
al titudes.

During these down days, the w nd power people nust

purchase electricity to fulfill their obligations, which no
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doubt woul d cone from water power or other sources.

So why not just put generators along those dans and
many of the other places if we are obligated to furnish them
power ?

| fail to see what anyone can denonstrate a need for
nore power to the extent that our val uabl e nountai ntops nust be
di sfigured.

Conme on Mainers, stand up and be counted. Let's tel
them that our Maine nountains are zoned protected areas, and
that is the way they will remain.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Davis. After Davis is Jon Crasnick.

MR, WURTS: M nane is Davis B. Wirts, PA. |I'ma
resident of Rangeley. |'mvery nmuch interested in the effects
of the proposal.

| copied off a couple of paragraphs of the letter |
sent earlier just to save tine.

There is nore at stake in this petition than the nere
deprecation of scenic wlderness views and a potenti al
depreciation of tourismgenerated econony in these beautiful
nmount ai ns of Mai ne.

Many | ocal residents and visitors fromnear and far
enjoy the wilderness in our mdst and do not choose to align
t hensel ves with those who profess to speak on our behal f

regarding the potential intrusion of any devel opnment into that
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wi | der ness.

Many such persons appreciate the good works done by
the trail maintenance organi zations but do not wi sh to becone
menbers of those organizations for financial or |egal or other
personal reasons.

The good works duly recogni zed include trai
mai nt enance by clearing, marking, erosion control, publication
of trail descriptions and maps, sharing the use of nmany
associ ation properties, and publishing caveats of dangers to
life and linb presented by inauspicious use of the w | derness
and access facilities.

The beneficiaries of these good works generally do
their best not to add to community problens and frequently
contribute physical effort in the good works |I've cited.

H kers include those outfitted wwth nere tennis
shoes, boating shoes, |ightweight sandals, and |oafers, and not
al ways the best of foot and ankle protection offered by the
ultimate sports outfitters.

| have even w tnessed the youth of the Penobscot
Nati on runni ng barefoot through Franklin County woodl ands with
bot h t oughness and perseverance.

Local hikers and through hikers alike do not find
historical intrusions into the wlderness offensive. The
Wldcat Ridge Trail in the Wite Muntains passes about 15 feet

fromthe uphill sheath of the gondola Iift system
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The presence of abandoned ox nooses, ancient stage
coach roads, and |logging routes unite natural and civilized
el ements. Enthusiastic hikers welcone these reality breaks
fromthe inspiring nonotony of natural wildlife.

H kers will find much wilderness on and close to the
trails. Nature abhors the backyard and al so as you | eave the
devel opnents uni ncreased, the wilderness will soon return.

| have tal ked with Rangel ey residents who have
visited the wind towers on the northwestern portion of Prince
Edward |sland. They have reported that the slow notion and
restful whoosh sounds at close range are very conforting.

Visitors are also delighted with the information
centers maintained for tourists at this site. The windmlls in
the Netherlands and in Col onial Anerica have generated tourist
traffic.

W need alternative energy sources. @ obal warm ng
and increasing prices for energy generated fromfossil fuels
are distressing. Nuclear energy has horrendous di sposal costs.

| would like to coment on the visual aspects of
these towers as we've seen in pictures presented this evening.
| find them nuch | ess offensive than endl ess residenti al
devel opnent and endl ess constructi on of condos.

| thank you for your attention. | wll give a copy
to soneone over here.

Thank you.
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THE CHAIR: Thank you, Duluth. Jon Crasnick, is she
here? Jon, I'msorry. Follow ng John is Nick Whittenore.

MR. CRASNI CK: CGood evening, ny nane is Jon Crasnick.
|"'mfromPortland, Maine, and |I'mthe executive director of an
organi zation cal |l ed Denbcracy Maine, a nonprofit also |ocated
in Portland.

Denocracy Mai ne was founded about a year ago, and as
a m ssion of exposing and challenging political extrem sm and
its effect on Maine's ability to work towards and find
solutions to challenges that it faces, we've cone to view
battling of the environment as a battle of extrenmes, and we see
this proposed projects as conprom sed and a vi abl e new option.

| thank the LURC Comm ssion for allowing nme to speak
t oni ght .

Along with many Maine citizens, Denocracy Maine is
al armed by the increasing and undi sputed evidence that gl obal
warmng is affecting our world, dramatic consequences.

Al so, like many others, | personally have often felt
a sense of hel plessness in the face of this problem However,
this sense of inevitably about global warm ng is our greatest
threat, for it wongly inplies that nothing can be done, when
inreality we can all do a great deal to avert the results that
gl obal warm ng experts fear.

So when our state is presented with an opportunity to

address |l ocal climte change and reduce our dependence on
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foreign energy sources, Denocracy Maine is an enthusiastic
supporter.

The energy producing capabilities of this project
shoul d not be of nunbers, they are a large bite out of Mine
production of global warm ng gases and represent a direction
where we nmust head to reverse the harnful effects of carbon
di oxi de on our planet.

There are no silver bullets to reverse gl oba

warm ng, but this project will help reduce em ssions.

'S

A obal warm ng produces CO,, which causes heat waves,

droughts, snbg, and asthma, rising sea |evels, and coastal

fl oodi ng, reduced maple syrup production, and risk of viability

of the ski industry here at Sugarl oaf, Saddl eback, and Sunday

Ri ver.

The benefits of this project to both Mine's

envi ronnment and the econony greatly outnunber its risks. The

bi ggest objection to this project appears to be the visua

effect fromthe Appal achian Trail.

However, | woul d appl aud seeing a wi nd farm because

it would indicate a rational and environnentally friendly

source of energy. Qoviously sonme m ght disagree, but in order

to overcone the overwhel mng issue of global warmng, we are

going to have to nake sacrifices, even in our own backyard.

To quote a recent editorial fromthe Portland Press

Herald witten in support of this project, [quoted as read]

| f
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we're going to get serious about wind power in Miine, we're
going to face tough choi ces.

It's already been said that it's an inconveni ent
truth that our society nust locate wwndmlls where the w nd
bl ows, and there are limted nunber of sites where the w nd
bl ows consistently and as strongly as Bl ack Nubbl e and
Redi ngt on.

Sonme have asked why the project cannot be operated
fromonly one nmountain. There have been environnental groups
t hat have been advocating proceeding with only the Bl ack Nubbl e
portion of the project. That would be | ess econom cal and
would virtually kill the project.

Denocracy Mai ne was founded by several individuals
possessing a wi de range of know edge and experience in
political, business, and energy issues, and after our own
i nternal analysis, we have concluded that the Bl ack Nubbl e-only
approach is an unreasonable option. It does not take into
account the econom cs surroundi ng the wi nd power project.

What LURC does here will indelibly describe a path
forward for Maine. Do we do what we know nust be done or do
we, like other states in the nation, stand back and wait for
others to act while the glaciers and ice caps continue to nelt.

I n concl usi on, Denocracy Maine respectfully urges you
to choose the | esser of the conpeting harns, which is a w nd

project that wll help determine the future of our planet and
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indeed the role of the state of Miine and that cause.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: N ck Wittenore, is he here?

Follow ng himI| have Scott Samuel son. | don't know
if they plan to testify or not.

MR. WH TTEMORE: (kay, good evening, gentlenmen. |'m
Nick Wiittenore, and | live in New Sharon, lived there for 35
years.

|"man investor in Redington Mountain w nd power,
which is affiliated with Endl ess Energy, and |I'ma farnmer down
in New Sharon on the other side of town from Fred Hardy.

| agree with Fred, you can't be a farmer w thout
bei ng an environnentali st.

| " ve been planting crops down there since 1983, and
things went along pretty well until about 1990. The weat her
did what it was supposed to and was reasonably predictable.

But 1990 and | ater things changed. There was nore
rain, there was nore drought, there were nore insects, there
were nore weeds, and ny land is right on the Sandy River, which
used to occasionally flood in the spring and now it can cone up
any tine.

| believe that these are problens that | have
experienced that are directly related to gl obal warm ng and
it's right here in Franklin County.

W have Japanese beetles, which never used to be
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around, and other bugs that have cone in that used to only be
to the south of us.

So | think that we have a very real problemhere in
Franklin County, and | think there is a need for the probl em of
carbon di oxide and other em ssions that are going into our
at nosphere to be addressed.

Sunday in the Portland paper there was an article
about how pollution from China is now com ng across the Pacific
and has been detected in California.

Now, we can't do anything about what's going on in
Chi na and probably we can't do anything about India, and we
have so far had very little effect on the coal plants in the
central part of this country.

But we do have a chance here to do sonething in
Franklin County, right here, to do our part to address the
probl ens of gl obal warm ng, and we have an opportunity to

generate clean, renewabl e energy right here.

Now, I'mwell aware of how pretty it is up in
Carrabassett Valley and all those nountains. |'ve hiked them
| ' ve skied them on cross country skis, |'ve snow shoed, |'ve
snow nobiled, | go through there, and I don't need to be

convi nced.
But in 2000 | took a snowrpobile trip around the Gaspé
Peni nsul a, and sonme of you may know that in the north central

part there's a wind farmnear Cap-Chat, | think it is, and the
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trail goes right through that wnd farm

Now, | was very excited to see that and the weat her
was kind of drizzly, it was around freezing, foggy, but there
was enough wind comng off the St. Lawence so that the bl ades
were turning. W went right in there and the Gaspé is
beautiful, and I'Il tell you, I didn't mnd seeing that w nd
farm al ong the snownobil e route.

And | feel the sanme way about this project up on
Redi ngton, that | would be willing to sacrifice a certain
anmount of the view in order that we can have sone energy
i ndependence and freedom from bei ng jerked around by the OPEC
people and the instability in the Mddle East, in Africa, all
over. There's seens to be no way out.

Periodically I get a breakdown in the mail with ny

electric bill. Probably everybody gets one of those things. |
don't know if you read it or not, but | look at it fromtine to
tine.

Now, 30 percent of that electricity is supposed to be
renewabl e, and we get zero fromw nd right now, sonething |ike
7 or 8 I think fromhydro, sonme from biomass, and then there's
cogeneration. They have to throw that in there, which neans
that there's energy being produced that comes from non
renewabl e sources.

I"d like to see that 30 percent cone conpletely from

renewabl e sources. And you go further down and see where our
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electricity comes from and nuclear, it's very dirty. That's
one of the big suppliers. Coal, oil, that's it, okay.

Anyway, |'min favor of this project, and | hope that
you Comm ssioners give it thorough consideration, and | hope
you pass our permt. Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Is there a Scott Sanuel son here?

After himis Steve Barr. Sonebody wote these al
with the same pen and it's the sane handwiting. |Is there a
whol e group of you here who are going to testify?

MR. SAMJELSON. Well, | cane by nyself but sonebody
did sign that for ne.

THE CHAIR: Steve Barr is next if he's planning to
testify.

MR. SAMUELSON: Thank you for a couple of mnutes. |
appreciate the opportunity. M nanme is Scott Sanuel son and |
live in Freeport, but |'ve spent probably the last 20 winters
as a weekend warrior up here with ny famly.

W are skiers, we hike avidly through the sumer in
this area, and we certainly feel it's one of the nobst beautiful
places in the entire world.

In addition to that, | have the utnost respect for
Mai ne Audubon and the Appal achi an Mountain group. | certainly
respect their opinion on this issue.

| also believe that we're at a crossroads right now

wi th deci sions about sone crossroads in our society that we
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have to nake sone very profound deci sions about energy use, and
| feel as though after doing sone research and readi ng
materials such as The Wat her Makers and The Final [sic] Hours
of Ancient Sunlight, | think that our addiction to burning
fossil fuel is creating an environnental problemthat wll
dwarf all other environnental problens in our lifetine
probably, nost certainly, in the lifetinme of our children.

So | think -- | come before you today and over here
tonight sinply to say that I would urge you very -- first off,
| don't envy you neking this decision because | realize that
there's two conpletely legitimte sides of this story, but |
urge you to help Maine be a leader in terns of global -- of
alternative energy, and certainly one day | would |ove to be
able to ski and hike in this beautiful region and | ook out on
to what | consider graceful wndmlls and know that we're doing
our very small part for larger global warmng issues in this
wor |l d and perhaps be sure that there is going to be sone snow
for our grandchildren and children to enjoy this area as we
have.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Marguerite Pennoyer. |'m
just giving sonebody a warning over there that they're next.

Go ahead, Steve.

MR. BARR M nane is Steve Barr and | appreciate the

chance to speak before the Conm ssion tonight.
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" ma physician practicing in Portland and |I've
wor ked for three years with the US Public Health Service in
New Mexico prior to arriving here in the state seven years ago.

However, ny roots in Maine are deep, as the Merril
side of ny nother's famly has been in Maine since the md-18th
century.

|'"'ma board nmenber of ny local land trust, and |I've
been a nenber of the AMC for 18 years, and a regul ar
contributor to the Natural Resources Council of Maine.

| enjoy hunting, hiking, fishing, sw nmm ng, foraging
for mushroons, canoei ng, organi c bee keepi ng, and gardeni ng,
and skiing here in Maine. | live with ny wife and three
children in an old farnmhouse which is heated primarily by wood.
| also stand solidly in favor of this project.

In the spirit of full disclosure, I'"malso an
investor in this venture. You may not realize that this is a
project built with the hard work of many | ocal Mainers in an
effort to make our state nore independent in its energy profile
while at the same tinme pronoting |ong-termrenewabl e energy.

The capital behind Endl ess Energy cones from snall
Mai ne investors living in Miine, caring about Maine, wlling to
put their noney on the line to make a difference.

In due deference to what Jo Craener and Dul uth Wng
said earlier, we are Mainers. W are here, and we want to nake

a difference for our state.
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M/ great, great grandfather Alias Merrill, a Bangor
native, served in the Gvil War as pay nmaster for the union
troops under Abraham Lincoln.

Alias started the first bank there in 1871. Before
that he was treasurer of the Penobscot and Kennebec Rail road.
Much of the financing that underlaid that railroad and | ater
the Merrill Trust Conpany canme from | ocal Bangor natives who
handed over sone of their hard earned savings as risky seed
capital for the ventures in that growing city. They invested
in their coomunity and | ed Bangor to be one of the nost
prosperous cities in the United States at the tine.

PARTI Cl PANT: (I nterrupted speaker) This is not about
wi ndmlls.

MR. BARR Wth arelatively small group of |ocal
Mai ne investors, Endless Energy has scrabbl ed together enough
capital to do research, the environnental due diligence, and
the hard work to nmake sustai nable wi nd power energy a reality
here in Mine.

This has not been easy. This project has been in the
wor ks for over 15 years.

W sel ected Bl ack Nubbl e and Redi ngt on Mount ai ns
because the wind blows up there. 1It's close to existing power
lines, and there are already nmany | ogging roads in the area
al r eady.

Qur data suggests that when up and running, our w nd
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farm has the potential to be the nost efficient wind farm
presently operating in the world.

Yes, there will be sonme inpact, but | believe it wll
be mnimal and well worth it to save 800,000 pounds of
pol lutants a day.

We'll save noney for Mainers in the long run. W'll
have a | ocal source of power with a fixed cost not dependent on
the Mddle East for oil and gas.

We'l|l create good paying jobs. W'Il|l add to our
i ndependent streak. Hey, maybe we'll put out business those
antiquated power plants upstreamthat pollute our Mine |and,
poi soning our children's heritage.

For the NIMBYs here in Maine | say, yes, please put
this project in ny backyard. This is good for Mine now and
good for our future in every way.

Thank you for your tine.

THE CHAIR: Thank you, Steve.

Foll ow ng Marguerite will be David Endrizi. |'m
sorry if I'"mnot pronouncing that right.

DR. PENNOYER: M/ nane is Marguerite Pennoyer. |'m
doctor specializing in asthma and respiratory di seases.

M/ concern centers around the increasing threat that
we all face from exposure to carbon-based fuel.

M/ nessage is a sinple one but it is such a critica

issue that we all nust address. As a physician | feel | nust
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entreat you to consider this project.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WRI GHT: Marguerite, where are you fronf

DR. PENNOYER: |'m from Portland, Mai ne.

THE CHAIR: Panela Dickey Tifft, T-i-f-f-t I think or
"i," I"'msorry. [|I'mhaving a hard tine reading sone of the

witing. You' re next, anyway.

MR. ENDRIZI: M nane is Douglas Endrizi. | amno
| onger a student at Scarborough Hi gh School, | just graduated
this year. | was vice president and one of the cofounders of

t he Environnental O ub of Scarborough.

For the past three years, |'ve given up ny Friday
afternoons. |'ve spent two hours at school, which on a Friday
afternoon at the end of a long week for a teenager | think is
significant, three years running, and we cone to the club with
60 nenbers, and every Friday we recycle about 500 pounds of
paper and 2,000 bottles. 1In the total of those three years, we
have recycl ed 100, 000 pounds of paper and alnost a mllion
bott | es.

Yet, | can give up ny Fridays for the next thousand
years and | wouldn't nake the sane contribution that this w nd
farm can nmake in a day and a hal f.

Sonetinmes | feel so helpless as just an individual in
Mai ne and here | am speaking about it. This project is very

i nportant.
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On a separate note, a speech on diversity and what
this project could really save for the world.

As the tenperature of the world increases, because it
is increasing, it provide a phenonenal inpact on species in
ways that we don't fully appreciate.

The directional selection it inplies on species is

really incredible. W don't properly appreciate how nmuch it

changes the gene pool. W need to realize that species is a
finite resource, just like we treat coal, oil, and fossi
fuel s.

When you increase the tenperature, you increase the
ways that species reproduce, for exanple, interrelated systens
like caterpillars, they mature and devel op according to a the
weat her cycle and tenperature cycle. As it increases, it
pushes it earlier into the year.

Wil e other species are dependent on it, |ike sone
birds can't cope quite as quickly, so it creates a very strong
di rectional selection.

And that -- because there's just so many changes
related to it, reducing the gene pool can nake species very
much nore susceptible to certain diseases and many other risk
factors.

As the world warns, it affects every single species
around the world. So here we are, we have these wind farns

going in, and yeah, they can affect some species of birds and
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raptors, and there are sone species in there that will be
directly affected, people are worried about.

W need to realize that if these wwind farns don't go
in and our society doesn't start changing in this way, it's
going to affect every single species around the world.

In closing, | would like to say that the
envi ronnental group has 50 kids, and we would like to say that
we are strongly in support of this project.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. |Is N col going to testify as
wel | ?

M5. TIFFT: N col, actually.

THE CHAIR: Ch, |I'msorry.

M5. TIFFT: That's okay. A lot of people nake the
sanme m st ake.

Good evening. Since there's been a lot of tal k about
Mai ners, for the record, I'ma fifth generation Miner having
grown up at ny great grandparents' farmin Enbden, ny
grandfather's farmin North Anson, and then ny famly's hone in
Skowhegan. | have lived in many towns in this state these past
53 years, and | now reside in North Saco.

|"malso a menber of the first generation in our
famly to have had running water, an indoor toilet, and
electricity ny entire life.

My ancestors were frugal Yankee farnmers whom
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sociologists titled "rural poor."™ Far frompoor in a
nont radi ti onal sense, harnessing and/or using natural resources
in a sustainable way was second nature.

On ny grandfather's farmthere was an ol d netal
windmll that was used to punp water fromthe spring to the
barn, so | grew up understanding the use of wind as one of our
many renewabl e resources.

In 1975 | attended a |l ecture by R Buckm nster Fuller
at the College of the Atlantic. During his presentation he
stated in so many words that we have ten years to nake
significant changes on this planet or we were headed down a
path of planetary destruction that would be difficult, in fact,
nein near inpossible to turn around.

That ten years ended in 1985. Since 1985 | have
wi t nessed people of ny generation having larger famli es,
bui | di ng bigger first and second hones, driving |arger vehicles
that get horrible gas mleage, and owni ng numerous recreational
vehi cl es.

The warning signs continue to present thensel ves.

G aciers are nelting at an unprecedented rate, polar bears are
drowni ng. We're experiencing huge storns, nore tsunams, and a
rising water level all over the world.

And yet, here we sit bickering over whether or not
wind towers are a blight on the horizon with the

"not in ny backyard" attitude, or that they may endanger the
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ecol ogy of subal pi ne environnment.

Has anybody read |l ately what's happening in the d oud
Forest of Peru? These forests are hone for nore species of
bi rds than Canada and the US conbi ned, and yet we get tunne
vision on this one little area of Maine and seemto forget the
far greater inpact that wind power will have on the entire
pl anet .

Have you ever seen the Lathisi Plateau in Crete,

G eece? For hundreds of years these Cretians have harnessed
the wind to irrigate their |and using canvas sails, and the
first time | saw a nodern wind farmon South Point in Hawaii,
was awestruck

From t he ancient wi sdomto the nodern, w nd power has
been and continues to be a magnificent energy solution for our
pl anet .

W shoul d be celebrating the fact that we have this
amazi ng capacity and soneone who has dedi cated so many of his
human resources to make this wnd farma reality.

This wind farmis not only good for Mine and the
people of Maine, it is also a huge positive step forward for
this planet and all of its inhabitants.

Thank you so nuch for your tine.

THE CHAIR:  Burt Weynouth will follow

MR. TIFFT: M nanme is Nicol Tifft. That was ny

wife, and | also wanted to point out what she didn't, which is
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that we are one of those small investors in Endl ess Energy. W
invested in 2000 way before the price of gas was $3 a gal | on.
It's sonmething we believe in and continue to believe in.

There have been very many el oquent points nade, but
what I'mleft with -- | guess I'"'mnot going to read off from ny
prepared text.

|"'malso a chairman of the Saco Valley Land Trust,
and | spend a lot of ny tinme opposing devel opnents, so |
understand that fear, that cynicismthat a devel opnent presents
to the public, because quite often I'min that position of
opposi ng yet anot her devel opnent in southern Mine.

But | think we need to |l ook at the |arger picture
here and realize that this particular project is for the good
of humanity and it needs -- | just was thinking about where
woul d the snow -- where would these nountains be w thout snow
maki ng?

| think when we were kids there was snow on the
mountains. They are still viable. | ski once a week on
Pl easant Mountain, and w thout snow maki ng, there would have
been no skiing this year.

| think this is an indication of global warm ng.

But | briefly want to say that I'm-- the only
solutions | see for global warm ng revol ve around w nd energy
and sol ar energy, and we can't mss this opportunity to be a

| eader in the state of Mi ne.
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Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Burt Wynout h.

MR. WVEYMOUTH: Good evening. M nanme is Burt
Weynmouth. M/ hone is in Freeman Township and it's | ocated
about eight mles from Bl ack Nubble, which puts it in full view
t hrough ny kitchen w ndow.

Since the age of 4 | have been a resident of Franklin
County. As a boy I've enjoyed hunting, fishing, and other
outdoor activities in this area.

In recent years | have al so enjoyed nmaking ATV trips
to other portions of the county. |'ve especially enjoyed rides
near Rapid Stream which provides drainage for the basin
between M. Abrans, Sugarloaf, and Bl ack Nubble. It is area of
unsur passed natural beauty with unbroken vistas of forest |and
and unbl em shed nount ai nt ops.

During ny 28 years of active service in the Navy, |
have seen many parts of this world and sceni c | andscapes, which
| will never forget.

None of them however, are equal to those in northern
Franklin County, specifically right here in Kingfield and
Carrabassett Vall ey.

Throughout ny service | renenbered ny yout hf ul
experi ences here and | ooked forward to retirenent when | could
resune living in Maine and living life as it should be.

| will admt right here, though, that | am not
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agai nst wi nd power or supporting Miine's generating w nd power.

That is not to say, however, that it should be
enpl oyed wi thout due consideration of |lots of other factors,
not the least of which is the irretrievable | oss of natural,
geographic, and aesthetic features.

It is indeed a shane when outside organi zati ons who
have no interest in this area other than the al m ghty doll ar
are wlling to sacrifice these features for the benefit of
their bottomline.

There are nunerous ot her regions of M ne where 30
windmlls could be |ocated and a | oss of natural features would
have | ess i npact.

These coments in opposition to the wind farm
proposal are offered tonight as reflecting ny own sincere
t houghts and beliefs. | have not been influenced by offers of
free neals, transportation, or other itens that are enticing ne
to be here tonight.

| urge the Conm ssion to reject this application on
the basis that there are other nore appropriate sites in Mine.

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss it.

(There was a break in the hearing at 7:56 p.m and
the hearing resuned at 8:04 p.m)

THE CHAIR: Ruth Taylor. Before we begin here, | was
rem nded by one of our folks that the nanes of folks who cane

in after they had planned to testify but canme in after we had
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the mass swearing in, so are there those of you who want to
testify who didn't get sworn in? |If there are, I would
appreciate it if you would stand up, and is there anybody el se?

Just two people? Were are the other two? Sonebody said there

were four.

( PARTI Cl PANTS SWORN EN MASSE. )

THE CHAIR: Now, we left off with Ruth Taylor. Is
she here?

M5. HASKELL: |'mactually reading for Ruth Tayl or,
which I'lIl give to you.

THE CHAIR: After her is Dudley Geeley.

M5. HASKELL: H . Thanks to the Chair and to the
Conmmi ssioners for being here and for the opportunity to speak.
| appreciate it.

M/ nanme is Corey Haskell, and I'mactually reading a
letter for Ruth Tayl or who, because of her health, could not
make the trip up here; but | would like to read her letter and
"1l give you a copy.

It says: [Quoted as read] To the nenbers of the Land
Use Regul ati on Comm ssion regardi ng the Redi ngton Wnd Farm
Pr oposal

As a long-tinme nmenber of the Natural Resources
Council of Maine and the Sierra Club, | regret that | cannot be
with you in person at the hearings regarding the Redi ngton Wnd

Farm however, | hope you will give serious consideration to
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the content of this nmenb, which represents a great deal of
contenplation since | ama strong environnentalist.

The Portland Press Herald's editorial, July 29th,
2006 titled, "Redington Wnd Farmm A Step Towards Maine's
Energy Future," states, "The biggest objections seemto be the
visual effect fromthe Appal achian Trail.

"The wind farmw |l be visible fromthe Sugarl oaf USA
ski area and from high points along the section of the trai
prized for its rugged and renote feel."

The peopl e who ski Sugarl oaf Muntain and clinb the
Appal achian Trail do not want those uplifting and spiritual
experi ences danpened; however, if the global warm ng continues,
it is certainly -- it is certain that all the plants, including
all the beautiful trees, all the animals -- including the bog
| emm ng, Bicknell Thrush, and even man can be destroyed. Then
t here woul d be no Sugarl oaf USA or Appal achian Trail.

W live in a new and dangerous age. W need to feel
a sense of spiritual sustenance by the sight of the wind towers
t hensel ves, which serve us all by conbatting the disastrous
gl obal warm ng, which, if unchecked, will eventually destroy
the entire planet.

W need to view these wind towers that stand high and
tall as a positive synbol that the earth can be saved. W need
to be grateful that in Miine we have tall nountain peaks and

strong wind areas to use these turbines to their best
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advant age.

Those who ski Sugarloaf or clinb the Appal achi an
Trail should acknow edge that the wind towers, by conbatting
gl obal warmng, will be a big factor in preserving the sacred
beauty and environnent of Sugarloaf and the Appal achian Trail,
whi ch we now enj oy.

G obal warmng is in our own backyard and tine is of
the essence. The Redington Wnd Farm shoul d be approved and
appr eci at ed.

Sincerely, Ruth E. Taylor, South Portland, Maine.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Dudley Geeley. Follow ng
Dudl ey is Nancy Artz.

MR. GREELEY: Just as Mainers --

THE CHAIR:  Your nane and residence for the record,
pl ease.

MR. GREELEY: M nane is Dudley Geeley. I'ma
Mai ner from Cunber!| and.

Just as Mainers wel coned the construction of |ight
houses on our bel oved shores in centuries past, it is ny hope
that you will, if not welcone, permt this project to proceed.

As you heard earlier froma student from Scarborough,
even constructively engaged civic mnded students often feel
i neffective, hel pless, and perhaps nost dangerously a serious

sense of hopel essness.
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The enormty of the scale of the past we and future
generations face is indeed daunting, but we have choices and
work that we can and may do.

As sone of you may have already read, the
conservative news weekly, Tine nmagazine, tells us that we
shoul d be very worried about this issue of global warm ng,
which I'msure you' ve all heard nuch about.

As a student who testified earlier and as the
students of the University of Southern Miine, which | represent
in part as the university sustainability coordinator, weekly,
assuredly the greatest challenge | have is dealing with the
students' sense of hopel essness.

| look forward to the day when | can point to w nd
turbines on the ridgelines of nountains in western Maine and
tell ny grandchildren and the students | deal with that there
stands synbols of hope for their future.

W need such synbols just as we needed the |ight
houses on the coast of Maine to guide us into a very difficult
new century.

The scale of the task we confront is, as | said
before, daunting. The world is growng at the rate of a new
state of Maine popul ati on-wi se approxi mately every six days,
every six days.

Even with dramatic i nprovenents in energy efficiency,

the people that do this for a living -- the technol ogi sts and
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t he i ndependent scientists -- tell us, don't "look us" [sic]
for technol ogical solutions. These are political, these are
soci ol ogi cal probl ens.

Wt hout assum ng the | eadership and engaging in
ingenuity and innovation that has been one of the hall marks of
this state for centuries, we are not going to get out of this
just using technology. Efficiency alone wll not get us out of
this issue. It will not guarantee our children a sense of a
hopeful future.

You have a very difficult decision to nmake, but |
think if you ook at the larger issue here, which is creating a
Mai ne that can be independent and nove hopefully into a very,
very difficult future, you can be the start of a nationa
nmovenment, certainly a novenent that our students at the
Uni versity of Southern Maine will thank you for, their
grandchildren wll thank you for.

It's a difficult decision. [It's ny understandi ng
that these turbines can perhaps be renoved nmuch nore easily
than they'll be put up in 50 years, or 30 years, or 60 years,
when we do find a better way to provide for our needs, but that
is a decision for another generation.

In the neantine, | ask you to please allow Maine to
do its share, it's fair share. | nmean, we can't burden just
the states in the Mdwest or the coal mning regions of

Pennsyl vani a and Kentucky with the dreadful external costs of
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powering the wonderful future that we may share.

Pl ease allow this project to continue, allow Maine to
do its share, to build a sustainable energy infrastructure that
offers ny child a chance at a heal thy, hopeful future.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Nancy. And follow ng Nancy
i s Rebecca Rockefeller.

M5. ARTZ: Hello, I'm Nancy Artz from Cunberl| and,
whi ch nmeans that |I'mone of the people that's been descri bed
earlier as a stranger fromaway, or alternatively, a tourist
who supports the | ocal econony. So take that perspective.

| "' masking that you nake sure that the perfect is not
the eneny of the good. |Is this Redington project perfect? No.
As an environnentalist, | don't see any environnental inpacts.

But it's a good project that should go forward. Yes,
| wish that 10 years ago we had the foresight as a state to
assess the whole state and say, these are the best places to
put wi nd, hydro, tidal, you nane it. W didn't do that.

The nore inportant reality is we also haven't done
anyt hi ng about climte change, and we need to act now.

The Wrld Health Organi zation scientists estimte
that already over 100,000 people a year die due to existing
climate change.

| had to speak face-to-face with a Guatchin asking ne

why am | forcing her entire ethnic community to |eave their
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ancestral honme? Yeah, |I'man Anerican. Less than 5 percent of
the world's population is using a quarter of the world's
energy. How do we answer that?

For nme we don't have the luxury of waiting for the
perfect site. W are decades away from being a carbon-neutral
econony. W're going to need nmany, many alternative energy
sites. W're going to need the good sites, not just the
perfect sites.

| ook at the environnental inpacts of this project
as the cost of past actions. W chose not to tell devel opers
where we wanted the sites. W've chosen to buy SUVs, live in
sprawl , and have very energy consunptive lifestyles that we
don't know how to change at this point.

For ne it's a noral responsibility for Maine to
accept the cost of energy production of the energy that Mine
uses.

|' ve heard sone people say that Mine produces all
the electricity we need, but | doubt we produce enough
electricity for all of us to be driving electric vehicles. W
need to | ook at all of our energy costs.

Qur society needs this energy. | think that 1l
just close by saying that as a hi ker who conmes and hikes
annually in the nmountains, | hope to see wind turbines so | can
feel good about Maine accepting its responsibility and not

putting those costs onto other people.
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Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Rebecca. And follow ng Rebecca is Eliot
Fi el d.

M5. ROCKEFELLER: H, |I'm Rebecca Rockefeller from
Brunswi ck, Maine. First a disclosure. | work part tinme for
Mai ne Energy I nvestnent Corporation, one of the organi zations
intervening in favor of this project, but I'mhere on ny own
tinme. | took tinme off fromwork to conme here because | support
this project so much as an individual.

| ama fervent environnentalist. |[|'mabout to go
back to school for natural resources, and |I'malso an avid
out doors wonan. Perhaps because of these dual interests, in
college I've led trips for Maine Audubon Adventure Canp, and
one of these trips was with a group of teenagers on the
Appal achi an Trai l

| have a great deal of respect for both M ne Audubon
and the Appal achian Trail O ub; however, | feel so strongly
that we need to do sonething about clinmate change and gl oba
warmng that I'min support of this project.

As a trip leader, | can say that | would have been
thrilled with sone of the peaks on the Appal achian Trail with
nmy canpers and had the opportunity to point out wi nd turbines
in the distance. It would have provided the chance for ne to
teach them about the current threats from nonrenewabl e energy,

such as oil and coal, and al so an opportunity to give them




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

81

hope.

And | guess that's why |I'm here, because this project
gives nme hope for ny future.

Wt hout getting too personal, I'm25 years old and at
sonme point would |like to have a famly. And it does worry ne
t hi nki ng about the future that ny children woul d have, the
future of Maine for them

| ' m deeply concerned about the threats of gl oba
warm ng and |I'mdeeply concerned that if we don't act now, we
will cone to a point where action is superfluous, we can't do
anyt hi ng about it.

If the tenperatures gets beyond 1 degree Cel si us,
additional warmng will be at a point that we haven't been at
interns of earth's tenperature for the past 2 mllion years.

There will be so many unknowns and that scares ne.

So I'mhere supporting this project because it gives nme hope,
hope for sone children that I m ght have soneday and hope for
the state of Mine.

THE CHAIR: Thank you, Rebecca. Eliot Field, to be
foll owed by David Early.

MR. FIELD: Thank you very much and thank you for the
opportunity to speak to you.

M/ nane is Eliot Field, I"'mfromDresden. | ama
lawyer. | have an office in Wscasset but |I'mhere on ny own.

| took the afternoon off to conme up and speak, and | am also a
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very mnuscul e nenber of the Redington Mountain, LLC, which
woul d be the I andlord, so to speak, the | andowner |easing this
property to the wi nd power people.

' malso invested in our environnent, and | think we
all are. That's sonething | just want to enphasi ze here and
inplore that we all keep in this m nd because every one of us,
as the people before nme have said, has a huge stake in the
quality of our environnent. W don't live without it. If it's
too bad, we all suffer.

In fact, if you look at long term evolutionarily,

95 percent of the species that have existed, | think, are now
extinct.

When you | ook at the long run, which | hope you wll
be doing -- forward and backward -- hopefully we can learn from
our past and bring a better future by noving away from fossil
fuels and doing this sort of project.

| am as | say, not here as a lawer. | took the
afternoon off. | also want to say that | rode a bus up here
because that was better than driving a car with 30 ot her people
driving 30 other cars.

So |I''m happy sonebody was snmart enough to hire a bus
and invite ne to join them

|''ma husband, a father, a want-to-be grandfather, a
citizen of this planet, |I'ma nenber of M ne Audubon, a nenber

of the Natural Resources Council of Maine. |'ve been a nenber
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of the Appal achian Trail Cdub, the Sierra Cub, I'man
environnentalist, | care, | hike, | do all these things.

But if we don't smarten up in the long run, we're not
going to have anything out there to hike on, and we're going to

have | akes that are nore acidic, et cetera, et cetera.

|"'mjust rem nded, | stood on M. Katahdin and |'ve
seen the paper mlls in the distance. |Is that offensive in
some way? | think it's nore offensive than a wi nd turbine,

frankly, but that doesn't nean we should pluck them out or
never have put themthere.

|"'mrem nded of a couple of other things. One is,
Mai ne Yankee has conme and gone. |'ve lived in the md coast
area |l ong enough to see that cone and go. 1've lived there
| ong enough to see Mason Station bilch out black soot when it
was running and now shut it down and be converted to sone other
use. | think that's a step in the right direction. | think
this is a step in the right direction.

Frank & Ernest has a cartoon that has stuck with ne.
One asks the other, Wat do you think about evolution? The
other answers, | think it's worth a try.

| think this is worth a try, | think we need to |learn
from our past and seize this as an opportunity to lead into the
future, follow our owmn notto for the state of Maine. W're
inventive folks, let's nold that better future and build it

today for tonorrow.
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Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: Following David will be Del ene Perley of
W ndham

MR. EARLY: M. Chairman and Conmm ssioners, ny name
is David Early, and I'm from Scar borough. | thank you for your
val uable time and patience this afternoon in conducting this
public hearing.

|"mhere as the executive director of facilities
managenent at the University of Southern Maine. W are in
support of this project on Redi ngton Muntai n.

I|"malso a |licensed professional engineer, I'malso a
menber of the Association of Energy Engineers, and | hold
several certifications fromthat association, such as a
certified energy manager and certified green design engi neer.

|"'malso an active nmenber of the Anerican Appal achi an
Mountain CAub and the Sierra Aub as well.

|"'mhere today not only professionally but as a
parent and a grandparent. W talk about energy, and energy
capacity, | think, should be noted that today it's ny
expectation as a professional energy manager that 1SO
New Engl and reached peak power, exceeded the capacity of the
New Engl and power pool

Power capacity in New England is a serious issue.
Because of that, recently the Federal Energy Regul atory

Conm ssi on, FERC, approved a fuller capacity energy charge.
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This FERC regul ati on had been opposed by our governor and the
Maine Public Uilities Comm ssion, but indeed because it's been
passed, it's expected to cost the University of Southern Mine
starting in Decenber of this year $70,000 and on up to $170, 000
annual | y.

This noney is earmarked to support existing
generating burning fossil fuel plants throughout New Engl and,
and you may have read recently about these issues. None of
those funds go into support this project here.

Qur governor, legislature, AMC, and | think nost
everyone in this roomsupports wind power. It is the nost cost
effective, large-scale renewabl e energy technol ogy that we have
avail abl e to us today.

The question is: Is it a suitable site, is it the

right site?

| recently read nuch about Mars H Il and wi nd farns
in Aroostook County. | wish to rem nd everyone that power
generated in Aroostook County, including Mars HilIl, does not

connect or reach the power |ines of Bangor Hydro or Central
Mai ne Power .

In fact, if you don't realize it, you should realize
that northern Maine is not connected electrically with eastern
Mai ne, central Maine, or southern Mine.

If we desire to purchase and use cl ean renewabl e

energy, Geen E certified energy by the Environnental
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Protection Agency as we do at the University of Southern Mi ne,
devel opnent of wind farns in Aroostook County, while a positive
step, does not truly neet our needs.

The proposed Redi ngton wind farm could and woul d.
Redington will need a surprise for its beauty and isol ation.
There's no doubt about that.

W also know that it's well suited with its nountain
ranges facing north and south and the |evel of the nountains
for wwnd farns. There aren't many sites as well suited for
wi nd farns.

| believe as an engineer this site has been desi gned
with very little inpact and has indeed |arge benefits for the
overal | general good.

I ndeed it has been said, and | concur, that it's just
anot her renewabl e resource that can be harvested out of our
forests.

| understand the feelings of those who will be
i npacted by the loss of a beautiful view, and |'ve tried to
relate to this

| " ve thought about Oter Cdiffs on Sand Beach on
Mount Desert Island and visualized a wwnd farmthere. |ndeed
that is a special place as is this. But as a nenber of the
AAMC who has hi ked these paths, | know that these paths are far
| ess travell ed as other paths in Mine.

| al so am concerned about the need for clean
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snog-free air that are necessary to enjoying the views. W all
know how often it is -- I'Il use Muwunt Desert Island as an
exanple -- the unhealthy air qualities are reported there.

Unfortunately, Maine is the exhaust pipe for the rest
of the country.

CGetting serious about wi nd power requires us indeed
to make tough choices. That's been said. Al sites will have
sone visual inpacts.

Overall, these inpacts | think have been mnimzed in
this project. The project does denonstrate a need that's well
docunented. W need to reduce our carbon em ssions.

Wnd power is emssion free and wind is free.
| ndeed, we need to be concerned about the environnent, and that
includes the direct and indirect inpact that the carbon issues
has on our climate, on our birds, and animal habitats.

Thi s underscores the need again for the support of
the Redington Wnd Farm Qur response to gl obal warm ng nust
i ncl ude increased energy efficiency, demand reduction, and
generation of clean renewabl e energy.

Mai ne needs al so to support econom c devel opnent. In
ternms of econom c prospects, it's been stated that we're at the
bottom of the ladder. Due to the continued |ack of economc
prosperity, our children are leaving the state of Maine. W
now have the ol dest average age of any popul ation of any state

in Mai ne.
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This project nakes sense. It makes econom c sense.
It makes environnental sense. | don't believe you can find a
better location for it.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Fol Il owi ng Del ene is Jackson Lee.

M5. PERLEY: Hello, ny nanme is Delene Perley. |'m
from Wndham Miine. | amalso a user of electricity.

| ask nyself, aml wlling to stop using electricity?
M/ answer is no. | don't think the people in this roomare
either, since we are all taking advantage of the m crophone,
the lights, and the fans.

| cannot pay for a wind turbine on ny property.
cannot afford solar panels for ny house.

| can and | do pay extra noney to get renewable
energy electricity for ny hone.

As a tourist, we were in Al bany, Australia two years
ago. W went purposely to see the turbines there. There were
12 turbines on the shore. | amsure that the people opposed
t he appearance of those turbines along their shore when they
were built. | also amsure that they were worried about birds.

However, as | |ooked at them | thought to nyself,

t hese people are smart. They decided that it was inportant
enough to supply the energy for their town froma renewabl e
resour ce.

| look at the fans on the ceiling and | ask nyself, |
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do not know the exact ratio of the size of the blades and the
di stance between the fans, but | see lots of space in between
for birds to fly.

| was proud of the people in Australia and of other
pl aces in our country and the world for taking positive steps
to solve their electrical needs.

The people were not mning coal as they do in the
state where | used to live and then sending their acid rain to
Mai ne.

They were not finding a way to get their energy from
sonmet hi ng that woul d provi de nucl ear waste. They were not
worried about a nuclear accident fromtheir energy source nor
having to support famlies wth black |ung disease.

W as a country nust becone energy independent, and
we need to do it cleanly. Maine's got wwnd. Let's send sone
of this -- | heard tonight for the first tinme that we m ght
have extra electricity. Mybe we could send sone of it back to
West Virginia and Chio. Wuldn't that be nice.

But Maine's got wind and | think it's tinme to put it
to good use, and | thank you for your attention and your worKk.

MR. JACKSON LEE: Hello, I'mJackson Lee and |I'm from
Yar nout h, Mai ne.

Hello LURC. You're |looking regulating tonight. |'m
not an investor. | don't have that much noney.

| am Harley Lee's son but |I'mgoing to say sonething
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that's not his words, he doesn't know what |'m about to say.
"' mvery nervous so hopefully I"'mnot going to screw up and say
sonet hi ng bad about him

M/ dad tonight is wearing a tie that has wwndmlls on
it. | looked on-line and | found lots of other ties with
windmlls onit, but I did not find ties with little power
plants on it maybe from nucl ear power or coal power plants or
sonet hi ng probably because they don't | ook very nice but
wi ndm | |'s do.

A lot of people think so, so they put themon ties.
That's why we have a lot of ties with windmlls on them A |ot
of people don't think that they | ook nice, but the people who
put themon ties do.

So | guess those people could talk to the people who
put the windmlls on the ties.

So anyways, | was going to tal k about how all the
people that are |ike against this project are kind of old. No
of fense or anything. They're smart people and everything like
that, but they're not representing the next generation that's
going to be affected by this global warmng. It kind of puts a
shi ver down your spine, doesn't it.

Anyways, so they're kind of |ike not the ones that
are going to be affected by the global warm ng so they don't
really care. They're just the ones that don't want to see

those windmlls spinning and they're PO d about them and
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they're getting their panties all in a bunch because of seeing
t hem out of their back w ndows.

You know, that's not that big of a deal.

Anyway, even though they've lived in this place for a
long tinme, | respect them and everything like that, they don't
want to see them and they don't think they'll be spinning |ong
enough for themto create a purpose. They want them sonmewhere
in the Mdwest, not in Mine.

So you know what? Too bad. The windmlIls do provide
enough cl ean energy, and people like nme support the wind farm
because we are the next generation. W're going to be the ones
af fected by global warm ng, and we're not going to spend the
rest of our days just conplaining about how ugly are the
bl ades, those 400-foot nonster towers.

Anyways, |'mjust going to say that our generation is
in favor of the wwindmlls, and | guess we count a wee bit nore.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Alethea. And after that is David

Maxwel | .

M5. LEE: M/ nane is Alethea Lee and Harley is ny
brother. | live in Peekskill, New York, and | support his w nd
proj ect.

My hone in Peekskill overlooks the Hudson River and
the nountains of the Appalachian Trail, and it's really
beauti ful .
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However, Indian Point, a nuclear facility, and a
pl ant burni ng garbage of Wstchester County, are within a half
a mle. This is a dangerous pollution that you can prevent
here by supporting this project.

| ' ve been asked to read and summarize this article
called Wnd Energy Cones of Age by Paul G pe, or Gpé. The
nost frequently nentioned objection to the use of w nd energy
is the perceived aesthetic inpact of the wi nd turbines which
have -- which have on a rural vista.

Few can | ook at wi nd turbines wthout form ng
opi nions. These opinions are often fluid and subject to change
depending on the tine of day, the viewer's npbod, and nunerous
ot her factors.

It should come as no surprise that opinions of w nd
turbines on the | andscape will differ fromone person to the
next in a pluralistic society with a host of different cultural
backgrounds, beliefs, and expectations.

Contrary to the popular belief, there is no universal
consi stent and variable view of what is or is not pleasing to
t he eye.

One of the best exanples in history was reaction to
the Eiffel Tower, which was a long tine ago in another country.
In France -- just as a |ady who was tal king about Australia --
and the criticismof Qustave Eiffel's plan to erect a great

tower in the heart of Paris is instructive.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

93

There are many simlarities between the initial
objections of the Ei ffel Tower and aesthetic objections to
today's wi nd turbines.

Not insignificantly, several thousand w nd turbines
in California are nounted atop towers incorporating the fanous
conpound paper that provides the sweep-and-curve characteristic
of the Eiffel Tower.

The viciousness of Eiffel's critics and their
personal attacks mrrors those simlar seen in many
controversies surrounding |arge public works today, including
t he construction of wnd power plants |ike proposals to plant
wi nd farns on pastoral |andscapes. And the Ei ffel Tower
elicited a lot of strong enotions just as this does.

But | believe this is a good site, and the Eiffel
Tower does blend in in Paris and people love it, just like it
woul d blend in beautifully in the state of Maine in the
nount ai ns.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: David Maxwel | .

MR. MAXVELL: Good evening and thank you for the
opportunity to speak here.

Let nme begin by saying that I'mnot a politician.
|"'mthe mnority here, | think, I"mnot a politician.

"' mgoing to speak against this proposal tonight. |

ama property owner in this area, and I and ny famly have been
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com ng here since 1969.

| think an inportant question to answer is why we and
others |ike us have continued to return here, buy canps and
houses here, to pay real estate taxes here, to spend noney here
not only on Sugarl oaf and Saddl eback Mountains but al so the
benefits of hotels, notels, restaurants, filling stations, hone
fuel suppliers, food stores, |unberyards, hardware stores,
hunting and fishing and boating suppliers, sporting canps, gift
shops, and for nmany other goods and services go a long way in
support of the |ocal econony.

W do so because of the excellent recreationa
facilities in the area, because of the beautiful nountains, the
rivers, the | akes, the streans, and the abundant wldlife.

Presently this area is one of the few remaining
havens where peopl e can experience nature in a context that is
relatively free fromthe nad rush of technology that nay one
day irrevocably alter the natural environnent on a global scale
in ways that have far reaching negative consequences for the
quality of life on earth.

However, the purpose of this neeting is not to
di scuss gl obal effects but |ocal effects. And the | ocal
effects that I"mhere to oppose in this statenent and w |
continue to oppose relate to the proposal to shave the tops of
t he Redi ngton R dge and the Bl ack Nubble Muntain in order to

install w nd machi nes.
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How LURC responds to the wi nd power proposal under
consi deration today ought to be a major concern to all citizens
in the state of Maine, as well as visitors who cone here from
out of state.

Once the door is open for such devel opnent, others
wi th aggressive economc interests |ike Miine Muntain Power
and such private investors as Endl ess Energy Corporation, wll
be knocki ng on the door again and again requesting approval for
wi nd machi nes on additional nountaintops in this vicinity and
el sewher e.

| f approved, the final result surely will be what
many will perceive as an ugly blight upon these | ands.

Al though I, like many others here today, recognize
the need for so-called clean energy, | do not personally
believe that wwndm|ls that encroach on precious resources as
found in these nountains provide an intelligent solution to
nmeeting this need.

The environnental and econom c costs to the area are
likely to far outwei gh the dubious benefits proposed by Mi ne
Mountain Power and its private investors, the only real
econom ¢ benefactors, should their proposal be approved.

Therefore, | ask that LURC hold fast to what |
personally believe is its nost inportant official, if not
noral, obligation and that is to protect the natural and

ecol ogi cal values of this state.
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As LURC acknowl edges in its own words, residents and
visitors place a prem umon the unique natural values found
here.

| ndeed, this is not only true for the bow of
nmount ai ns surroundi ng us today but for those stretching
northward to the boundary of Canada.

Because the proposal being debated viol ates these
val ues, LURC -- | ask that LURC, and related politicians who
may be involved in this decision, reject the proposal.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: Am Robbins. And followwng Am w | be
Pet er Broderi ck.

MR. ROBBINS: M nanme is Am Robbins, |I'mfrom
Yarmouth. 1'mgoing to be a senior at Yarnouth H gh School ,
and I would like to start by saying that first of all |I'm
grateful that as an Anerican citizen | have the opportunity to
cone before nmenbers of the community and governnent officials
in order to state ny views and opi ni ons.

And al so, that we are part of a denocracy, which the
good of the many is val ued over the good and the one, | think
that greatly hel ps our cause toni ght, because the only people
who are really against this are the people who are going to be
seeing it fromtheir backyard versus the rest of us who are
going to be enjoying hopefully the cooler climate that wll

resul t.
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M/ main point tonight, really the only point that |
want to touch on, is one that | don't think has been nentioned
enough, and that is that this project nore than a sinple
cure-all for the energy crisis that we have dug ourselves in,
it is an inportant stepping stone.

First of all, I think the visibility is inportant
because people will be rem nded every day that we are nmaki ng an
effort to fix this energy crisis and that there are ways that
we can dig ourselves out rather than just sitting and burning
nore oil .

The stepping stone thing, as long as that m ndset
gets put into people's heads, that's the nost inportant thing

to cone out of this project.

It's not the 900 negawatts. |It's not the direct
pollution that we're going to prevent. It's the m ndset that
hopefully we can instill in the general population of this

town, this state, and this great nation.
Thanks.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Peter, are you here? If not

Gail Merrill. Sylvia Lanbert.
M5. LAMBERT: M nane is Sylvia Lanbert. |[1've lived
in Phillips for 45 years. |'mnot affiliated with any

organi zati on.
| am not up here because | am against windmlls. A

windm |l should not be the issue.
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These hearings are about an application for rezoning
two pristine, fragile wild nountains to all ow devel opnent,
which at this tinme happens to be windmlls.

These nmountai ns have been protected by a | aw w sely
passed by the Maine legislature in the 1970s to protect
el evati ons above 2,700 feet agai nst devel opnent.

This is not a "not in ny backyard" situation. |It's
the fragile nmountaintops that are inportant to people from all
over the country. It is not a matter of naking a snall
sacrifice by a mnority of people.

Rezoni ng our nmountains wll affect future generations
as there will be no turning back if devel opnent such as the
type that is being proposed is allowed on these nountai ntops,
as expert wtnesses wll testify to.

Pl ease do not trade Redi ngton and Bl ack Nubbl e
Mountains for a wind farm

Wth 35,387 square mles of land in Mai ne, Mine
Mount ai n Energy should be able to site their wind farm where
the | and can be revegetated years from now when new technol ogy
may replace w nd farnmns.

All wind farns are no | onger deened viable w thout
tax breaks or governnment incentives.

Thank you for listening to ny position.

THE CHAIR: Matthew Davi s.

M5. MERRILL: Good evening. M nane is Gal Merrill.
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THE CHAIR: W |lost you there for a mnute, Gil.

M5. MERRILL: [|I'ma |andowner, |'m a business owner,
and | work in the service industry here.

| nmust first say that I'mvery nmuch in favor of clean
renewabl e sources of energy. There's a place for wind power
but not when it becones a destruction to the environnent as it
woul d be here in the western nountains.

Upon entering the state of Maine there's a sign that
says, Maine, the way life should be.

| have lived on a green farmfor 27 years. Mself
and ot her people who choose to live in this area do so not to
get rich, but for a quality of life. The greatest of these
qualities is the pristine wilderness that surrounds us. | am
not tal king just about a view.

The service industry and tourismis one of the
| argest enployers of the area. People who visit this area al so
come because of the pristine wlderness.

It has been said by many hi kers that the nost
beautiful section of the Appalachian Trail is fromthe western
nount ai ns to Kat ahdi n.

The lack of artificial light in our area al so gives
us the nost magnificent nighttinme sky. W are treated to
spect acul ar neteor showers, beautiful northern lights, and
nightly view ngs of stars, planets, and constellations.

| fear the lights on 30 410-foot towers would ruin
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this forever.

| feel 30 410-foot towers would have a serious
negative inpact on our wildlife, as well as all the ecosystens
of these nountains.

Maine is a state wth many special areas of diverse
beauty. This is one of those special areas. W nust be
respectful of what we have in order to keep it.

Pl ease say no.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Matthew Davis. And follow ng
Matthew is Claudia King. | believe that's correct.

MR. DAVIS: H, ny nane is Matthew Davis and | want
to thank LURC for giving us a chance to speak tonight.

| am here representing Environment Maine. | run the
envi ronnent al organi zation called Environnent Miine, and we
advocate for clean air, clean water, and open spaces on behal f
of about 3,500 nmenbers around the state.

M/ comments will be potentially unusual tonight
because we are not taking a position for or against this
i ndi vi dual proposal that is before you, but |I do want to
outline sone of the reasons why we do support clean energy and
potentially what, in your decision making process, you wll
wei gh against the effects of this devel opnent.

W worked to pass a law last | egislative session that
set a State policy of 10 percent new renewabl e energy by 2017.

W believe that this is the best way to ensure stable
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prices and |ow prices for Maine consuners, in addition to
protecting our air, our water, and curbing gl obal warm ng.

This project, therefore, being a wind project, would
help fulfill the State policy of getting 10 percent new
renewabl e energy by 2017.

The specifics of clean energy and why this will help
drive down prices | think is sonething I also want to bring up
tonight very briefly.

Mai ne right now exports sone anount of power to the
grid. It's been nentioned a couple of tines. This positionis
one not necessarily going to |last forever because the natural
gas prices going up so nuch, there is the potential for
capacity, literally, power plants, to nove outside the state to
where they have capacity shortfalls. | know this gets into
sort of a deeper |evel than you probably want to get, but we
may not have an extra abundance of power in Mine very much
| onger .

Secondl y, having nore power that we can export
out si de of Mai ne keeps Maine's energy prices low. In fact,

Mai ne's energy prices, if you |look over the past year, have
been | ower than the rest of New Engl and on average, and that
story repeats itself as Maine has had nore power than it uses
itself.

The second sort of thing that | think is inmportant to

| ook at in weighing this proposal is the effects of gl oba
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warm ng specifically on the unorganized territories, so | want
to just tick through a few effects that | think are of note.

There will be nore diseases in our woods and nore
insects that l|last throughout the wnter. W have always heard
concern about spruce budworm the wooly adel gids that attack
hem ock in southern Maine are creeping northward, and we can
have continued effects of their creeping northward in terns of
their range into Maine and into the unorgani zed territories
where, of course, forestry is of utnost inportance.

There could be problens wth habitat for species that
are at the southern end of the range or that need nore al pine
climtes, for exanple, Bicknell's Thrush. W could see those
species continue to nove -- nove their range northward as this
warm ng trend conti nues.

| think also traditional uses here at Sugarl oaf
Mount ai n or throughout the unorgani zed territories --
snowrobi I ing, ice fishing, cross country skiing, snow shoeing,
whatever it is that you like to do in the territory -- will get
harder and harder as we continue to have rainy winters and ice
storns.

This year | came up here two or three tines. The
skiing was margi nal at tines.

W would like to continue to be able to do the
traditional recreation that we've always done here in the

northern part of the state.
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And finally, the decreased snow cover in the wnter
is also cause for concern for wildfires and for decreased
drinking water and water supplies in streans and | akes.

Luckily we had a wet spring this year, but you nay
recall in the beginning part of the spring there were mgjor
concerns with wildfires, especially in the Down East region,
and there were a nunber of fires that were burning in that
area, nore so than there were in nost years up to that point.

So those are the effects of global warm ng | think
are inportant to weigh when looking at the effects of this
devel opnent .

Again, it's going to be a hard decision, and ny hat
is off to you for reviewing this. | think you'll give it a
very thorough eye.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Caudia King. And follow ng
Claudia is Art from Stratton. Art, if you're out there.

M5. KING Hello, ny nane is Caudia King and I'm
here on behal f of nyself and ny husband, Lindsey Tweed. W
live in Fal nouth, Maine. W nay not be local. The issue that
brings us to this point, this place, is not local, it is
regional, national, and gl obal.

Several years ago we decided to put sone of our noney
into the Redington project. Having recognized our nation's

addiction to fossil fuels and the accumul ati ng evi dence about
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gl obal warm ng, we wanted to do what we could to pronote an
alternative form of energy.

After sone research we were convinced that w nd power
was the best, nost feasible choice and that Maine was and is a
great place for it with sonme great sites, a great w nd supply,
and a popul ous concerned with preservation of the natura
wor | d.

The Redi ngton Mountai n and Bl ack Nubbl e Mount ai n
project is an exciting opportunity to provide a significant
anount of clean power to Mainers and to denonstrate to
New Engl and and the nation that we can nmake difficult decisions
with care and intelligence.

There are sone trade-offs. There wll be towers. W
husband and | believe that the towers are signs of good news,
not the eyesores sone fear.

Sone of the land will be cleared and sone roads w |
be built. Mch land will remain untouched and wll remain
protected from future devel opnent.

Two mammal s recogni zed as rare will have sone of
their habitat disrupted. One irony here is that one of the
great threats to these two animals is the heat increases that
comes with global warm ng, the major adversity the wind farm
hopes to address.

W wi sh there were no trade-off in this wi nd project

or any wind project; but we feel that when all is said and
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done, the positive aspects of this project will outweigh the
negati ves.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. |Is this Art from Stratton?

MR. EDELHOFF: M/ nane is Art Edelhoff. | live in
Eustis and Stratton.

l"mgoing to wax a little philosophically this
evening and go way off on another path |I suppose. But when |
was thinking about this situation, | thought nmaybe a little
phi | osophy shoul d be heard.

To effect the quality of the day is the highest of
arts. Nature's way is the way of the wild. It feeds that
quality. Men defile their lives when they do not abide by this
basic | aw of nature of existence.

A mai ned and emascul ated country results in a nmai ned
and i nperfect nature.

The penalty for breaking this basic |aw of existence,
wi ndm | | s encroach upon that |aw of nature.

Science is a value of an interior neditative life.
The sacred nature of living is a vital spirit. Wndmlls would
upset that spirit.

| nstead of having -- instead of hearing celestial
music, we'll hear the grinding of 150-foot blades. W know
that windmIls |ack consistency in providing power. They are

commanded by erratic w nds.
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So it is difficult to understand the trade of
spectacul ar scenery for a feeble, uncertain, and unsightly
power operation.

Certainly the consequences of gl obal warm ng have
been cited by the scientific community, but how will the
mutilation of a glorious nmountain in this renote paradi se be
felt in the overall schenme of a gl obal solution.

W have so few people here, and there are so nany
el sewhere. W don't need a jungle of wwndmlls; we need
instead to play guardian of what has been nature's gift of
beauty and sanctity.

Ch, beware of corporate encouragi ng, gentlenen and
madane. Do not destroy our peace.

| thank you very much.

THE CHAIR: Carry Trinble.

Janes Tierney. |Is Jimhear?

Movi ng right al ong, Mary Henderson.

M5. HENDERSON: Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners. W
appreciate the opportunity to be heard regardi ng Mai ne Mount ai n
Power's zoning petition ZP-702 requesting rezoning of two
parcels of land in Redington Township on the Redington and
Bl ack Nubbl e Mount ai n peaks.

M/ nane is Mary Henderson, and | appear before you
tonight in a dual capacity.

First, 1'ma 58-year resident of Stratton, Maine. M
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husband and | raised our famly here, and | have a deep |ove
and appreciation of the beauty, heritage, and culture of the
west ern Mai ne nount ai ns.

|'"'malso here in ny capacity as vice president of the
Rangel ey Lakes Chanber of Commerce. As there are nany
i ndi vidual s and groups present to address the scenic and
environnental aspects of this application, the econony of
western Maine is the focus of ny comments to you this evening.

It will cone as no surprise to nost of you that the
econony of the Rangel ey Lakes region is a success story. This
status in Maine has not been obtained by accident. It has
i nvol ved careful |and planning and stewardship for al nost 200
years.

W have chosen to inpose strict conservation
measures, been suprene stewards of the |and, and have opted to
pass up the fast buck to devel op our econony. W are a shining
exanpl e of an environnental econom c partnership that has
created beneficial achievenents.

W are fortunate to have a seasonal hone and vacati on
industries as the basis of our econony. Only 70 percent of our
econom ¢ fabric depends on passionate |overs of Rangel ey
choosing to build a dream vacati on hone here.

These fol ks require alnost no services fromus, are
zeal ous supporters of our clean, scenic environnment, and

contribute endlessly to our causes and busi nesses.
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Thousands of western Mine residents depend upon this
i ndustry for their livelihood.

To attack our second hone and transient visitor
i ndustries by eroding the very qualities these honmeowners and
vacationers cherish is econom c suicide.

W believe that erecting a 30-turbine wind farm
visible for mles around perched upon the country's nbst scenic
areas wth dancing, flickering lights 400 feet into the night
sky is appalling and a disaster of nonunmental proportions.

Your report, three decades have changed in LURC s
jurisdiction confirmed over and over again how val uabl e our
real estate market is to us. Qur appealing district accounts
for 30 percent of all permts you issue.

Qur honeowners build larger, newer val ued hones than
those in other districts. Qur district has the | owest poverty
| evel , our residents are nore educated, and our district
enj oyed 63 percent of your jurisdiction's net growh between
1990 and 2000.

The report states that our growmh rate will likely
continue. This growh is projected to grow faster than the
state as a whol e.

Nationally interest in seasonal hones has reached
historic levels as both investnent and recreational
opportunities. The market will only increase as baby booners

reach their peak earning years.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

109

Exceeded only by waterfront |istings, properties with
scenic views are the nost sought after real estate. Wen
property offers attractive views, its value is actually doubl ed
than that of property with no view, and no view is decidedly
nmore appealing than an ugly view. |nmagine the economc
ram fications of significantly deval uati ng hundreds of hones in
west ern Mai ne.

W understand and support the zest to devel op
renewabl e energy sources. W urge M. Lee to expend his
efforts and mllions of dollars on sone different type of
alternative power that is nore reliable, nore consistent, nore
productive, and doesn't require other power producers, such as
Stratton Bi omass and Wnman and Harris Damn hydro plant, to be
on costly standby when our wind is bl ow ng.

THE CHAIR: Mary your tinme is up.

MB. HENDERSON:  Ckay.

THE CHAIR: | have Basil Powers down here but he put,
no, he didn't want to testify. He's standing up, so |I've got a
feeling he's changed his m nd.

Is that true?

It looks Iike a |ong speech, Basil

MR. POAERS: |'ve been trying to get it to four
m nut es.

First | would like to thank Catherine Carroll, the

director of LURC, | would like to thank her staff, and | woul d
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like to thank the LURC Comm ssioners for giving we, the peopl e,
this opportunity to voice our concerns agai nst the proposal for
which we are here.

M/ nane is Basil Powers. You probably all know ne
anyway.

| live in Coplin Plantation along the banks of the
south branch of the Dead River. MW wfe, Harriet, was born in
t he farnmhouse we have called hone for the past 65 years. W
own 245 acres along the river, practically in the shadow of
Bl ack Nubbl e and Redi ngt on Mount ai n.

| was not born here in this area, nyself, but when
first came to Coplin Plantation in the early 1950s, | fell in
love with not only a beautiful girl, but with the land, the
river, and these nmountains. | thought then, this is where |
want to live, work, raise a famly, and die.

That's all happened but the last, and |I'mnot rushing
that, thank you.

The issue we're all here today to challenge is not
about electricity. Please hear nme well. It's not about
pol lution of the atnosphere or dependency on foreign oil. It's
al | about noney.

This California-based conpany just wants to nmake big
nmoney. They care nothing about our beautiful rnountains, our
cl ean mountain streans, or our laid back formof life.

It's all about noney. Federal tax noney, which, by
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the way, is easy to cone by for just about any screw ball
proj ect you can think off.

They will call ne a NNMBY. That's all right, go
ahead, |'ve been called worse things; but it's not in ny
backyard, it's in ny front yard.

If you | ook out ny front picture wi ndow, Black Nubbl e
Mountain fills ny skyline, and as | said before, we are
practically in the shadow of the nountains.

And | will tell you now, if this proposal was
anywhere near your hone, every single one of you in this room
woul d becone a NI MBY real quick.

This proposal states that they're hoping to hook up
enough electricity to power 40,000 honmes in Mine, but |ike
soneone before ne, tell ne where the hell 40,000 hones in Mine
are that don't already have electricity. That does not need
nmore electricity. M ne produces twice as nuch electricity
than it uses every day. Central Miine Power Conpany woul d be
glad to hook you up.

There is no need to rip the tops of all the beautiful
mount ai ns, destroy anynore forests, pollute anynore streans,
and gigantic balsamfir in a quest for nore electricity.

| hold here in ny hand proof that there is hope just
on the threshold or around the corner that will solve many, if
not all, of our future energy needs.

So | say to you, the Comm ssion -- and |'ve |lost ny
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pl ace -- your predecessors, and naybe sone of you were there,
in their infinite wi sdom nust have thought that protecting

t hese nmount ai nt ops above the 2000-foot mark was the right thing
to do and | firmy believe that it was.

If states and cities to our south and the west,
nanely, California or Rhode |Island, have any need for nore
electricity, then that is exactly where this program should be
pl aced, not on to top of our beautiful nountains.

Wiy should we who |ike these beautiful nountains have
to suffer the indignity of |ooking at these horrible towers and
whirling madness forever.

So we're asking you, because it is in your power, not
to break that code of thought. Please deny this proposal. |
t hank you, all our grandchildren, and great grandchildren wll
t hank you al so.

But | would like to add a paragraph.

Pl ease, not once have | heard this w nd conpany say
that they can reduce ny electric bill $5 a nonth or $10 a
nonth. That would be good news, but never once have you heard
them say that, and you can't get themto put it in the paper,
"1l bet you.

So Maine doesn't need this electricity. Not one
kilowatt of this power is going to stay or benefit anybody in
this state. It's going to Rhode Island, it's going into the

grid.
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So |I'm asking you, please, take a real hard | ook at
this thing. | ain't going to live, maybe, all that |ong, but I
don't want to | ook at those ugly things 365 days a year, and |
shoul dn't have to. There are other places. | really think
they could find a better site than the beautiful nountains.

| would like to | eave these papers here. | would
like to have you | ook at them

Can | |eave themw th you?

THE CHAIR: Leave those wth your testinony, Basil.

MR. POAERS: Thank you very nuch.

MR. HARVEY: You |l ook |ike you knew what you were

doi ng.

DR. SAYER: You didn't want to call ny nanme, | know
why.

THE CHAIR: Suzanne Sayer. And after her is John
Hel Ii e.

DR. SAYER: Hello, ny nane is Suzanne Sayer. |'m

fromKittery and I'ma nuclear engineer. Before | becane a

nucl ear engi neer, | spent 45 years of ny life studying the
earth. | aman earth scientist.
| have studied the earth, | have three degrees, and

|'ve been on six out of the seven continents, and | am
terrified about gl obal warm ng.
This is the only place in the universe that we know

that we have life. | suspect that there are lots of other
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pl aces, but | know there's |life here. |If we do not do
sonet hi ng about the global warmng on this planet, there wll
be no life as we know it. The cock roaches will |ive, but
that's about it. The cock roaches and a few animals in the
ocean if they don't get too warm

| want to say that nost of comments have been
reiterated by Senator Cowger; Strinling;, Dave Evans, the high
school student from Scarborough, which I'mvery delighted that
he actually | earned sonething in science class; M. Wittenore;
t he good physicians that have spoken; the gentleman fromthe
| ung associ ati on.

| live in Kittery and | don't have the benefit of
being able to put up a wwndml!l or solar panel. | live on the
nort heast side and there's trees all around nme, and they're
dying from sone type of blight.

| don't like themto die. | would like solar panels,
but | think sone of the diseases are caused by this gl oba
war m ng.

| love this earth. | want to think global and act
| ocal . These people talk about noney. They tal k about the
w nd power is subsidized by our Federal governnent.

If they | ooked at what the subsidies for oil and gas
have been, the tax breaks they've gotten, if they' ve | ooked at
all the wars we fought in the Mddle East, having sent over our

precious sailors and soldiers and Marines, and the death and
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dying and the Veteran Association fees, these fees are all a
part of the production of energy in a foreign country.

If you take a look at all those fees, the price of
our gasoline at the punps should be $8 a gallon. W are not
getting a tax break for wind power anything close to the $8 a
gallon. What our country is providing the oil conpanies for
tax breaks is to produce oil for our cars and our guzzling
SUVs.

| would like to say that these people who have tried
to bring up people up here to testify, | would like to have
been able to ride the bus with themto save the energy from
consumng -- every mle | go in ny car puts one nore pound of
carbon dioxide in the atnosphere. W need to take that carbon
di oxi de out .

There won't be any trees in Maine if we continue to

produce carbon di oxi de.

Thank you very nmuch commttee. | think that you have
a very hard thing going ahead for you. | think the
windmlls -- | may not like one in ny front yard, but | think

they're al so a gorgeous, gorgeous technol ogy.

"' ma nucl ear engineer, |'ve worked on nucl ear
submarines. | think nuclear power has got to have a place in
it, too. | know that nost of these people are not pro nuclear
power, they're for wind power. |'mpro wind power, I'mpro

nucl ear power, |I'mpro any type of alternative to get the
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carbon di oxi de out of our atnosphere.

Thank you very nuch and have a good eveni ng.

THE CHAIR: Thank you, Suzanne. John, is he here
sonmewhere?

Foll ow ng John it's either Jan Collins or John
Collins. 1'mnot sure which. Linda said no. | don't know
whet her she wanted to testify. Jan Collins or John. Linda
said no. | don't know whether she wanted to testify.

Are you sonehow associ ated with Linda?

MR. HELLIE: Ladies and gentlenen, LURC, Chairnman,
commttee, ny nane is John Hellie. | live in Lang Township,
ot herwi se known as Langtown. For the people that don't live up
inthis area, it's on the map. For those of you who do, you
know where it is.

This has been literally broken down into a war
bet ween NI MBYs, NOOBYs, whatever you want to call it, and the
out -of -sight, out-of-mnders. |It's been broken down to old
peopl e versus young people, but the big thing that |'m
concerned about is the fact that this is a rezoning, a rezoning
that states right in the title, Protected Mpuntains.

A man that lived in our area in Langtown who we
lovingly called the governor, his nane was Brad, he lived there
for years and worked for IP for 40 years, he used to point at
t he nountains and say, do you see that? That's a clear-cut.

Do you see anything up top? | said, trees. Yep, that's our
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government. They finally wi sed up and did sonet hi ng good.

Now, I'mnot a full-fledged Mainer, |'ve only been
here 15 years, but | grewup in California. | grewup in
Silicon Valley back when they had sone sheep, otherw se known
as Cenent HIl, and then they had what they called a wind farm

A wnd farmthat started out with 30, 40 turbines.
Near going on the way to Frenont, they call it the Frenont
HIl. Well, 200 | ater becane what we call Pin Cushion HII.
They had turbines facing every direction to get every piece of
power they could get, every piece of w nd.

The problem we have here is that Maine isn't even the
No. 1 state for wind. Wnd is not even in the top 10. W
shoul dn't even be here at this point in tinme.

If we were No. 1, | would be all for it; but if it
it's not going to benefit locally, if it's not going to benefit
the people of Maine, if it's going to be shipped out, then
we're giving up our nountains.

And | hear global warmng. Well, the windmlls right
now at this very nonent in the United States produce |ess than
1 percent of the energy that we consune.

How many nountains are we going to tear up to
conpensate for that? | guarantee you, if you open up the
nmount ai ns, then you're going to have radio towers, you're going
to have tel ephone towers, you're going to have TV towers if we

don't stick themin the air for a satellite.
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Everything is going to be all over the place.
They're going to need nore. They're going to be comng from

California. They're going to be comng from Texas, from New

Yor k.

So when people say you want to give up and your own
little world and get out of OPEC, well, I"'mwlling to get off
of OPEC. I'mwlling to look at wind farnms, but not to the

extent that OPEC changes Maine to New York, California, Texas,
Nevada, Las Vegas.

These people that |'ve lived up here with for four

years, | respect them because it's hard to live in this state.
And every one of these people -- I've listened to both sides of
this roomtoday -- talk about how well that they are trying to

do this, that, and everything.

It starts in the honme. It starts in the grass roots.
This is a grass roots state. This is howw do it, and that's
what | respect about these people.

It's not right to have sonebody from out of state all
of a sudden decide you should put it up there. |If you open it
up, what happens next? Cear-cutting, harvesting. It's got to
be clear-cutted to get themup there.

I"mworried about all that. [|'mworried about
anything that has to do with the final clear-cutting. You
m ght as well change the nountain to a bald nmountain, pin

cushi on, needl e head or what ever.
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But | do hope one thing. There was sonebody t hat
asked, if not here, where? WIlI, sonething to think about and
this is just an anal ogy.

| f you had sonebody cone to you, and it mght not be
your jurisdiction, and said | would like to put 20 turbines out
in the bay -- think of Boothbay -- and there's already |ines
underground -- which there are -- and there's nore wind on the

ocean than there is in the nountains, would you give themthe

okay?

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: It was Jan, not John. Chris Keene, if
you're still here, you'll be next in line.

M5. COLLINS: Thank you for the opportunity to
address you tonight.

M/ nane is Jan Collins, | live in Wlton, Miine. In
keeping along with the things that people have said to give
themcreditability, I'ma nenber of the Oguossoc Indians. M
famly's been here thousands of years.

| also belong to an ecological club at ny high
school, M. Blue H gh School. | am a science teacher. | teach
bi ol ogy, chem stry, and physics, and |'ma farnmer, | have a
bl ueberry farm

To the point: | have heard nuch testinony,
outrageous testinony and outrageous clains tonight,

unscientific in nature, things like if we sonehow saved the
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G oud Forest of South America. |If we build this, we'll sonehow
cut down the anmobunt of CO, in the environnent.

As far as | know, there is no quid pro quo. If you
let us build it, we wll retire a power plant that burns fossi
fuel. If you let us buildit, we wll junk a bunch of cars.

If you build this, we'll ensure that people sonehow drive
Priuses instead of SUVs.

There is no guarantee whatsoever that any of us wll
change our gas guzzling consunerism This power plant may not
reduce OO, at all.

Qur consunption of fuel, fossil fuel, is not in fact
decreasing, it is increasing, and the addition of this power
plant will probably not change that.

It will not, in fact because of that, change the
amount of CO, or other pollutants that are produced by fossil
fuel s and save our | ungs.

There are sone things, however, that coul d change
that, but nost of those require personal responsibility,
personal responsibility that for the nost part we choose to
i gnore.

In order to actually effect the GO, levels in this
state or in this country, we will have to do things |Iike reduce
the anount of mles that we drive. Personally, I'll have to do
that, or 1'lIl have to buy a vehicle that gets better gas

m | eage.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

121

| can al so reduce ny consunption of fossil fuel by
living in a smaller house. That takes personal responsibility.
If I live in a smaller house, I'll consune |ess fossil fue
because 1"l burn | ess.

So the real alternatives if we're |ooking at saving
Mai ne over saving the planet -- if we really think we have that
much control over the planet -- is |ooking at persona
responsibility.

The real crux of this question, however, is should we
change the zoni ng.

| nust agree with several of the speakers here that
shoul d we change the zoning on this nountain, what woul d keep
us from changing the zoning for all nmountains? 1In fact, once
we change the zoning here, we set a precedent, and that
precedent is that the nountains are not in fact going to be
protected on their summts.

As a nenber of a conprehensive planning board for
several years, what our duty was to decide what are the nost
i mportant resources in our comunity and how can we zone to
protect those resources.

What we need to do in Maine is the sanme thing. Wat
are our nost precious resources? How can we protect those
preci ous resources.

So the onus is on us, what are we personally going to

do to protect those resources.
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|'ve heard lots of talk about saving endangered
species in Peru. There are endangered and threatened species
on top of this nountain that we need to protect and will be
gone when we desecrate the top of this nountain. Gone,

i rrepl aceably gone.

Is this what we want for the future of our nountains?
By changing the zoning for this nountain, we are | ooking at
that sane change for all our nountains.

Thank you very nmuch for listening to ne. | really
appreciate it.

THE CHAIR: Chris Keene. After Chris we'll be
| ooking for Matt Tinker. o ahead, Chris.

MR. KEENE: (Good evening, LURC Comm ssioners. M
nane is Christopher Keene. | amfrom Geenville, Maine. |'m
about 34 years old, which makes ne eligible at |least to breed
soneday and maybe |'m not the youngest generati on.

Being a native Mainer -- | was born in Orono, noved
to Geenville when | was 3 years old or sonething -- | was
taught two things that | will pass on to ny own children
Respect the environnment and respect for ny el ders.

|"malso an avid hiker. | don't canoe, | don't hunt,
| don't fish, it cuts into ny hiking tinme. Exclusively hiking.

|'"'malso a registered Maine guide. | do nuch of ny
guiding up in that region, and the |ady who just spoke before,

| really have to -- you know, when you set this precedent, you
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know, | worry about a few things.

One of the things |I've read in sone docunents on
about how they want nuch nore of Miine's energy produced by
wi nd power, and they said it would be upwards of 20 percent.

Wth that 20 percent, they would need a thousand such
towers, and | wondered where the other 970-sone towers would
go. They wouldn't be done with this region. | know precisely
some of the spots they would probably go. | have a good guess
t he high el evation peaks.

One of them | had the opportunity to go bushwhack
earlier today and I chose not to. | thought that was pretty
selfish to go do sonething |like that way up there when | could
cone down here and kind of do the sanme thing.

| hiked nearby Burnt H Il earlier today, not
Bl ack Nubble, but Burnt HIIl. M legs are really tired. And

all that heat, despite the sweltering heat, you know, before

the rain clouds cane, | had sone pretty good views. | could
see Sugarloaf -- how could you mss it -- but also Crocker and
Abrahamr and Spaulding. | think | was seeing Snow Muntai n,

anot her 4,000-footer right off in the distance.

There's anot her nountain, Bigel ow, another valuable
asset. Wien they had the slide earlier, they were going off
about the biomass plant and all these things.

| think you could put Bigelow without its

devel opnent, w thout anything, and you could put it up agai nst
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Sugarl oaf, you could put it up agai nst Saddl eback, you could
put it up against all those things.

It stands along with this natural asset, it's why
peopl e cone here. | would love to be able to guide in this
region. You couldn't drag ne off these nountains.

FromBurnt H Il | could see over there on Bi gel ow
Mountain a little tiny fire tower about that tall (indicates)
that couldn't be nore than 15 feet high. |It's the origina
ground house tower. | don't know when it was nade. It was one
of the first towers in the state

To the point, | could see it 9 mles anway. |If
sonething like that stood 400 feet tall, | know | could see it
fromthe nountains in the Mdosehead region. |[|'ve been on Mxie
Mount ain, just over on the other side of 201. |'ve seen
Redi ngton Pond Range. | can inmagi ne what a 400-foot tower
woul d | ook |ike.

W're not talking, | don't believe, about 400 feet.
It's nore like 550 feet if the blades are 150 feet long. There
woul d be lights at the ends of those whirly blades, | would
hope, so that a pilot would nmake his adjustnment so he's not
going 475 feet, he'll be going up much higher so he's not
clipping the bl ades on the turbines.

| didn't see that Avery Peak is taller -- West Peak
is taller than Avery Peak fromthat far away. | know that 400

feet is going to be visible for mles and mles away.
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One of ny -- so | certainly don't approve of their
proposal, certainly not as witten, and one of the other things
| have objection to is they try to alleviate the visual inpact

by conserving 300 acres.

| would rather see sonething -- | would rather not
see turbines here at all, | don't believe it's an appropriate
place -- | would rather see sonething on the noon. How high

can we ainf 30,000 acres?

How about a noratoriumon future w nd turbine
devel opnent, say for 50 years. You have to put much nore
stringent restrictions on this.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR:  Matt. WMatt Tinker. | don't knowif he's
here.

Lucil e Weynouth. Susan Devaney. And after her |
have Jeff Porter.

M5. DEVANEY: | am Susan Devaney. | am from Steuben,
Washi ngt on County, Maine, the other Mine.

M/ husband and | bought our hone here in Steuben 10
years ago because Mii ne was the nost beautiful place we had
ever seen. And beauty is in the eye of the behol der because we
had come fromCalifornia. | also had lived in Seattle, in the
San Juan Islands. | |ove beauty, | |ove Mine.

| found the first time | saw the wwndm || farm

out side of San Francisco to be one of the nost beautiful things
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| had ever seen.

On frequent trips north -- this was al nost 35 years
ago -- | rarely saw still windmlls; | saw them danci ng and
they were beautiful and they don't grind, they make a soft
swoosh, swoosh, just |ike the ocean does at ny house.

| fear for future generations. | fear for ny
grandchildren. | fear for global warmng. | saw the ice storm
in '98. The last three years | have not even had to plow.
| ve had no snow.

Maine is not the sane state it was 10 years ago, it's

warm | can't think of anything worse than an energy crises,
gl obal warmng. |[|'ve been to China. 1've had coal dust al
over ny face, |1've seen the oil fields in Long Beach,

California, the oil fields in Texas. They're filthy, they're
di sgusting, they're | oud.

| think we need to | ook at alternative options for
energy. |'ve seen windml|l farns all over the world, and they

can be absolutely beautiful.

| understand the concerns. |'monly here because |
think we need to | ook at alternatives and options, and | |ove
this state.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you, Susan. Jeff, you're an
intervenor. Your group is an intervenor, right?

MR. PORTER: | am not an intervenor.
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THE CHAIR:  You're not?

MR. PORTER: | am not.

THE CHAIR:  You've been withdrawn? |Is that true?

MR. PORTER: There was no testinony. | have not
submtted testinony at the attorney general's suggestion. Al

| wanted to do is state our support for w nd power.

THE CHAIR: Al right, 1'll allowit.

MR. PORTER: | appreciate that.

Again, My nane is Jeff Porter. | amwth the
Coalition to Reduce our Dependence on Foreign Gl. |I'mfrom
Cunberl and, Maine. |1'ma father of five children and |I'm here
for two reasons: One, | think it's inportant that we begin to

take responsibility for our own actions.

W in this state and as a nation have a tendency to
bl ane others, and | don't want ny kids ever to be forced with
the choices that we're faced with today.

Unfortunately, our sol diers have gone overseas nany
times in the past 20 years to protect our sources of power, and
| think we have a viable option here.

Wnd power -- | nust take exception to a nunber of
t he individual s today who indicated that sonehow the power is
| eaving the state. | think that violates the basic tenent of
electricity.

This power is not leaving the state. This power is

staying in the state of Maine. |'mnot aware of power | eaving
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the state of Miine given the current configuration of the power
sour ces.

| find it also interesting, it's very unusual in our
state, I've been in Maine all ny life, ny grandnother was born

up here, if you | ook you've got all three of the mjor

papers -- Lew ston Sun Journal, the KJ, the Portland Press
Herald -- cone out in support of this project.
It's very unusual. You even see them cone out for

TransCanada. So | think we're noving in the right direction.

For a nunber of outdoor environnmentalists and nenbers
of the Appal achi an Mountain C ub who have given noney in the
past to environnental groups, there are many of us who care
just as nmuch about the environment as those who purport to be
envi ronnent al groups.

|"ve hiked all of these nmountains. |[|'ve been in this
area all ny life hiking, and I need to correct one of the
m st aken i npressions that seens to be continually relayed, and
| know a nunber of you have gone on the site walk, this is not
a pristine area. This is an area that has been harvested and
used for many, many years except for the tops of these
nount ai ns.

They' ve been harvested, they've been snow nobiled on.
Actually what we're tal king about is one additional use.
That's all we're tal king about, the additional road. Those

roads are going to be used by people who hunt, people who cross
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country ski, and people who hike.

| guess the final point that | would nake is that
there are a nunber of us that are here and are not fromthe
| ocal area.

| think there's one group from southern Miine and
other who don't think we have the right to participate. It's
pr epost er ous.

| think the inmportant thing is we need to | ook for
ways to get power in a cleaner, nore dependable way. |'m not
sure where nost of the opposition comes from |'ve heard a |ot
of reasons for this.

M/ concern is that if we continue going down the road
we're going down, let's go door to door.

But that's not witten in stone. Things change. CQur
situation in the world has changed, and we need to find a way
to be nore energy independent, and Maine needs to be a part of
t hat .

So with that, I would Iike to enter into the record
the editorials that | have here fromthe three major papers in
support of the project and again reiterate ny support for this
proj ect .

THE CHAIR: Thank you, Jeff. Ted Allen, is he here
tonight? After that there's another, Travis Lee. How nmany
sons do you have, Harley? He's not going to testify?

Go ahead, M. Allen.
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MR. ALLEN: I'm Ted Allen. [I'mfromBrunswick. |'m
a lifelong canper, hiker, fisher, nountain clinber in Mine,
both as a resident and as sonmeone fromaway. | cone to you
really as a biologist, which | have done all ny life in one
state or another.

| have a little bit of tunnel vision on this that I
t hi nk hasn't been tal ked about as rmuch as | would like to hear
it tal ked about tonight.

This petition repeats what road construction has done
to fragile environments throughout the world. By building on
one of the highest wlderness nountain ridges in the state, the
road wll not only affect the i medi ate nei ghborhood and its
rare inhabitants, but also everything downhill fromit.

One of the axions of sustainable developnment is to
wal k lightly on the land so as not to hurt those who |ive
downst r eam

This petition fails this axi om one, because the
project has chosen a site where it is inpossible not to | eave a
| arge destructive footprint, and two, the evolution of the plan
over the past couple of years has been to increase the size of
this footprint and not to decrease the inpact of |arger towers.

There are ways to respect both the needs to preserve
environnents, which if destroyed are gone forever; and we need
to press on with sustainabl e devel opnent.

But devel opment shoul d not destroy an inheritance,
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and you've heard all kinds of ways that that should not happen
and woul d make a big dent in this well preserved, so far,
resource.

The inheritance fromwe get fromfossil fuel is now
going away. W need to think a ot nore carefully about how we
build sustainability in Miine versus sustainability has becone
a code word and not a way of life.

An earlier person tal ked about this 3, 000-pound
gorilla that's in the room conservation. W are already,
according to many views, over the hill. This is in sone ways
too little, too |ate.

For nme the major issue is again a tunnel for the
Commission. | ama biologist, | don't like roads. Roads kil
lots of things, even in Maine, but mainly in environnents as
hi gh and not as diverse. A road through a Wom ng trail does a
| ot of damage and is very simlar to a road through a high
nmount ain area in New Engl and.

| hope -- this 3,000-pound gorilla is nore of a big
i ssue problem | hope you can address this in sonme of your own
solutions and the local problemit faces.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you.

Bob Kennedy: And after Bob is David Denere. |s he
still here? Bob Kennedy.

David Denmere, is he here? Davidis fromBelfast. He
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cane a | ong way.

Loui se Tesseo-- I'msorry if |I'm m spronounci ng your
nane -- from Coplin. She's close to hone, |'msure she
woul dn't go hone.

After her is Roger GIlnore from Casti ne.

M5. TESSEO. M nane is Louise Tesseo, and |'m here
because | strongly oppose the windm || project.

Qur famly has been com ng here to the Rangel ey Lakes
area for a century and a half. 1, nyself, have nade this ny
home for the past 26 years.

| have wat ched the area change i mensely in the past
15 years and not all good. | wish | could just push ny nose

and have it all back the way it used to be, untouched and

speci al .

|"ve listened to people comment on the changing
| andscape and how sad it nakes themfeel. Mst don't know the
hal f of it.

People in this area have depended on tourismfor a
long tinme, and it is generated by the beautiful nountain views
and the pristine | akes. Wthout that we'll no |longer thrive or
survive in this place that we call hone.

M/ husband and | purchased 30 acres of | and on
Route 16 surrounded by nountain views of Black Nubble and East
Kennebago. W certainly weren't expected to | ook at nonstrous

wi ndmlls.
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W are toying with the idea of having a tepee
canpground so as not to harm our surroundi ngs and rmake our
living in our mddle age. |If this goes through, why would
anyone want to canp looking at views to lighted windmlIs.
There goes ny future.

W do all want -- do we all want to wait and see what
t hese proposed windmlls will do, or do we do the right thing
and say, no, once and for all so that we can all relax and
enjoy this very rare and beautiful piece of earth.

To clear highways in our protected forests is a crine
and is a problemfor nost. |'masking you to please say no to
this project.

Thank you. Let's not forget it's protected. W
really want to protect it.

THE CHAIR: Roger Glnore, is he here?

MR. G LMORE: Yes.

THE CHAIR: After Roger there's Ken Spal di ng.

MR. G LMORE: Thank you for this opportunity. | cane
over from Castine this afternoon. Qur primary residence is in
Portl and, but I'mfortunate to marry a woman with a famly
summer cottage in Castine, so we spend a little time there.

| clinbed M. Katahdin for the first time in 1953 and
was so inpressed wwth the wil derness and the nountai ns of
Maine. Although | lived away for a long tine, | always wanted

to conme back here, and when a job opportunity presented itself,
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we cane here 17 years ago because of the w | derness and the
mountains of this state. |'man avid hiker and I'man avid
environnentalist. | just want to share a coupl e of
perspectives here.

This is a hard issue because it's so enptionally
appeal i ng and phil osophically appealing and even policy
appealing to be in favor of this project, but I think in a
br oader perspective there are other nore effective and nore
efficient ways to acconplish the energy savings that so nmany
peopl e have spoken so passionately for.

If we increase the mles per gallon standards for al
of our notor vehicles, we would be nmaking significant headway
on reduci ng our dependency on foreign fuel.

There are always trade-offs in any kind of policy
decision, but as we look at this particular one, the trade-offs
don't seemto be worth the conprom se to the environnment that
this project would cause.

In the interest of tine, that's the main thought 1'lI
| eave you with. Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. |Is this Ken Spal di ng?

MR. SPALDI NG  Yes.

THE CHAIR: And after Ken we have Steve Pierce if
he's still here.

Go ahead, Ken.

MR. SPALDING M/ nane is Ken Spaulding, I'mfrom
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Wayne, Maine, and | thank you, M. Chairman, and nenbers of the
Conm ssion for this opportunity to speak.

| ' ve been an advocate for alternative sources of
energy for a long tinme, over 30 years now, and that includes
just some of the bona fide people talk about.

One of the things that |'m maybe not nost proud of,
but I did work in an effort to help devel op the bi omass plants
around Maine. Not everything we hoped for cane true with
those, but we certainly tried.

Personally, | agree with the person who said that
this requires personal conmtnent. In 2002 | bought a Toyota
Prius rather than a G vic hybrid because of the distinct
difference in em ssions between the two vehicles. So it does,
| also believe, require a personal commtnent.

" mal so what you would like to call a YIMBY, that
is, yes, in ny backyard.

There are people here fromthe area, we've heard a
coupl e people speak fromthe area, who are investors and
support the program

Most people in the area don't support it. [|'msure
that those people fromthe coast would support wind power in
their backyard along the coast, just as they've supported it
here.

|, too, would support wind power in ny backyard.

support Senator Scott Cowger's devel opnent of wi nd power in
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Hal | owel | .

| Iive in Wayne and | work in Hallowell, and | think
that's a very appropriate place for it froma social and
envi ronnent al perspective. | think we do need alternative
sources of enerqgy.

Solar is certainly ny first choice but it doesn't
have the sane inpacts that wi nd power does, but wi nd power is
al so an inportant part of the m x.

| don't envy you your decision here with this
project. | know if you don't approve the project, it will nean
the global warmng will overcone us and the earth will be
destroyed. And on the other hand, we've got the w | derness of
Mai ne that you'll need to desecrate if you nmake the other
decision, so | don't envy you that decision.

| do invite -- | know that there's been tal k about
not being effective, not being efficient, not being cost
effective to devel op wi nd power in, say, the Augusta, or

Portl and, or Scarborough areas, Cunberl and.

But I -- certainly Scott Cowger found it effective
and cost efficient, | hope, to develop his wind power and his
solar power there. It's a nmuch smaller turbine certainly. |

don't know where the break-even point is. Certainly the tax
incentives nmake a difference.
When the Maine Lung Association did their study for

community wind power, | don't know that the State tax
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incentives for small w nd power projects were in place at that
time.

| hope that we can nmake a difference and provide
those incentives. Just as this project requires Federal
incentives, | hope we can provides the incentives for the snal
project in ny backyard, which is where | believe that these
bel ong, and not in these wld areas of Mine, which is so
inportant to the --.

This -- we're tal king not about just views here,
al though I can speak about the views in this area. Wat we're
tal king about, | believe, is the essence of the LURC
jurisdiction and protection of that essence.

For a long tine LURC has recogni zed the inportance of
protecting not only the back country areas but the high
el evation areas, and | hope that you will continue to see the
i nportance of doing that to maintain the character of the Mine
woods.

|' ve seen sone of the conputer-generated views that
t he conpany has provided, and | know it's natural when you're
doing sonething like this to try to mnimze the effect
visual ly.

| served eight years with the Maine Forest Service on
the top of West Kennebago Muntain, |ooking towards Redington
Pond. M/ job was to |look for things, |ook for snoke, and | can

tell you that not only was Redi ngton Pond Mountain extrenely
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visible fromthere,
very visible.

smal | structure.

The day after that tower

it wasn't there and |
about that,

visible to the naked eye

| also was a trai

a nunber of years,

supervi sed projects in the Crque on Sugarl oaf Mountain,

Carrabassett Valley area.

It depended on the |ight.

and it was gone.

and as director

but the fire tower way beyond that was al so

That was a fairly

burned down, | noticed that

called in Duluth Wayne and | et hi m know

That was sonet hing that was
and apparent that it wasn't there.

mai nt ai ner on Crocker Muntain for
of Mai ne Conservati on Board,

in the

It is inconceivable to me that the view from those

areas wll not be highly
t hose conput er - gener at ed
what the real view would
|"ve al so seen
country, and there woul d
But t hat

to this project. It

is not the nost

affected, and | don't believe that
nodel s, or photos, can do justice for
be |ike.

wi nd power in other areas of the

be a huge inpact there.

i nportant detrinental inpact

is in fact the slide towards the | oss of

t he Mai ne woods and the LURC jurisdiction.

| would like to say -- what el se would I

that | have tine for.
MR. WRI GHT:

MR. SPAULDI NG

hi story of the Appal achian Trai

like to say

10 seconds.

| wish | could tell you about the

and that it was noved off of
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Sugar | oaf Mountain to get away from the devel opnent.

It was a very agoni zi ng decision for the Appal achi an
Trail Cub at the tinme in the 1970s because -- but the reason
for doing it and the reason they finally agreed to it was to
get away fromthe existing, what was at that tinme, the existing
devel opnent with the promse that it would be in a nore
w | derness area and that they would never have to face the
fight again that they would have continually with the
devel opnment of Sugarloaf Muntain over tinme if it stayed there.

Thank you very nuch for the opportunity to speak.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. | think you can be assured
that we'll hear lots of testinony about that history.
MR. SPALDING | do hope so.

THE CHAIR: W have vol unes.

| have on ny list about 16 who still want to speak.

(There was a break in the hearing at 9:56 p.m and
the hearing resuned at 10:06 p.m)

THE CHAIR: W're going to let M. Tierney go ahead
here.

MR. TIERNEY: Thank you very much. | stepped out to
get a hanburger. | didn't know you would go quite that fast
but 1' m back.

THE CHAIR: Steve is ruling wwth an iron hand here.

MR. TIERNEY: M nanme is Janes Tierney, | live in

Auburn, Maine, and |'ma social worker and |' man advocate for
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wi nd power.

| would just |like to suggest that when we started
using oil a long tine ago, we drilled sone wells in sone fairly
dunmb places, and I think we did that because we didn't have a
conpr ehensi ve sense of the need or a conprehensive sense of the
resource that we were working wth.

M/ sense is we don't have a conprehensive sense right
now of the wind resource, and in ny opinion if we did, | think
we probably woul d recogni ze that we need a | ot of turbines.

To put themon all the ridges around Maine doesn't
make a whole |lot of sense to ne. It seens to ne we ought to
find a spot in the ocean and put them out there.

Now, | know that's going to nmake sonme peopl e unhappy,
but it will give us a conprehensive place in the sense of
putting all the turbines we need in a particular place,
channeling the energy back to Cousin's Island, which is already
ready for transporting the energy to wherever it needs to go.

| would go so far as to give Endless Energy the first
30 sites in that ocean project so that they can nake their
contribution, the contribution that they would |ike to nake
here across the nmountain, out in the ocean as a part of a nore
conpr ehensi ve program

That's ny suggestion. Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you, Jim

|"mon the |ast page. W've had a few dropouts.
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" m | ooking for Charles Denere fromSt. Mary's,
Maryl and. That's a |ong ways hone tonight, so | don't know if
he's still here. Apparently not.

Collis Ares from Farm ngton. And after himis Janes,
| think it's Labreque, from Bangor.

MR. AMES: Yes, sir.

Thank you for listening to ne. | wanted to tell you
ny nane is Collis Wllard Ames. | was born in Farm ngton,
Mai ne in 1931, so that nmakes ne pretty close to 75 years ol d.

Sonmeone said earlier all the old fol ks are agai nst
it. Well, | amagainst it but that's not particularly saying
" magainst it.

| want to tell you that | was a sergeant in the
Marine Corps in Korea. |'m 100 percent disabled, not that that
anmounts to them but | want to tell you that |'m speaking from
ny heart.

Wien | raise ny paper, the Franklin Journal from
Farm ngton, Maine, that gentlenen, is the picture of where
you're going to put your windmlls.

Look at it, it's beautiful.

Now, let's think about the paper for a second.
Farm ngton, Maine. For back as far as | can renenber we've
always called it the Franklin County belly ache because they
al ways put controversial things in there. Let's go to the

facts here, let's get the big stuff done.
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| worked for 35 years for Central M ne Power
Conpany. | was a high line Iineman, okay. It alnost scares ne
to think about clinbing one of them damm things that high, and

|"ve been up 300 feet and nore, sone towers that we have in our

system

kay. Now, | know a little something about
electricity. Al right, I can tell you that in ny opinion --
this is ny opinion -- if you went dowmn to New Hanpshire and you

cut every single one of those power lines right at the box so
that no electricity could get out of Mine and none could cone
back in, we would have such a glut of power that you probably
could buy it for 2 cents a kilowatt hour. | really firmy
bel i eve that.

Now, | also wanted to say that yes, | think that this
wi ndm || business is probably a darn good idea, but not in ny
paper, not in ny Franklin County, and I'Il tell you why:
Because they don't need the power.

They need it down along the coast, they need it in
Portl and, they need it in Biddeford, they used to use sone of
it in Strong, Maine, the world's biggest toothpick mll. Well,
that isn't there anynore. The building is, but it's enpty,
it's gone.

Just |ike the shoe factory over in WIlton, Mine,
it's gone. There's so many things that are gone. | just don't

know what's going to becone of this. | really don't. |I'm
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fright ened.

But | would like to see this wwndm Il thing. Put it
alittle closer to the ocean. Want to get a |light house put
right next to those wwndmlls. Mke that -- nake them proud of
their country down there because |I'msurely proud of this
country up here.

Ckay, I'mgoing to wap this up and tell you that |
don't envy you, any of you, having to nmake this decision, but I
can also tell you fromny heart it doesn't belong up here. It
bel ongs el sewhere.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIR: Janmes Labreque. | guess he's not here.
Tom Eastler. Sheila McMIllan. 1've got a nane, | think it's
Terry from Stratton. Anybody from Stratton by the first nane
of Terry? I'msorry, | can't read your last name. Lou Ann
Cifford. Herb WIlson. There we go.

MR. WLSON: Thank you very nuch for this chance to
speak with you. I'mHerb Wlson. | live in South China,

Mai ne, and |'m a professor of biology at Col by College. M
specialty is ornithol ogy, and ny coments tonight are going to
deal nostly with bird issues. | don't think they' ve been
menti oned very nuch.

M/ own research is centered here in this part of the
world. |'ve had a research project going on here for 16 years

now. In fact, global warmng is driving that project, so
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gl obal warm ng is sonething of great research interest to ne.

| indeed agree that it's a daunting problemthat
humanity has to solve, and it really is a global problem and
if this proposal were funded, it would be nerely a drop in the
bucket of what we have to do.

It's certainly not a huge step for the planet, as one
of the investors said earlier, but what | want to speak to you
tonight about is three itens that are dealing wth the birds.

The first is the fact that these turbines wll be
spinning around. The tips of themw ||l be going at speeds of
excess of 200 mles an hour. They have a lot of distance to
traverse, and they do represent a problemfor mgrating birds.

We know that sonme birds mgrate nostly at night and
they mgrate nostly on ridges, so these represent potenti al
nmortality sources for these mgrating birds, and | suspect you
wi Il hear tonorrow about the relatively low nortality of the
birds, but | want to suggest that the estinmates on nortality
caused by rotating turbines is underestinmated, for two reasons.

One is that many of the birds once they die fall into
veget ati on, perhaps even in adjacent trees, and are never found
by searchers, and secondly, we know that scavengers find
carcasses very quickly and renove them

So the nunber of birds killed by turbines is
certainly underesti mted, and we don't really know by how nuch

at this point, but it's a concern.
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Such is one of ny three concerns.

The second is just the fact that there are |ighted
towers, and | just want to give you a couple of exanples from
the literature of bird nortality and towers.

Now, nostly these lighted towers don't represent a
nortality source for birds, particularly if the light is clear
during a mgratory evening; however, on nights when there's
fog, when it's snow ng, raining, birds becone disoriented by
lights, and what they apparently do is to get confused in terns
of their navigational cues and they'll fly around and around
towers running into guide wires, into the tower itself, or just
flying to exhaustion.

So note that these towers have caused huge nortality
have in fact many noving parts, they just have lots. So
turbines or not, these high towers represent sources.

Let nme give you a couple of exanples. One night in
Cctober in Florida during a very foggy night over 4,000 birds
were killed in a single nighttinme. That sort of pales in
conparison to another tower in Kansas -- only 400 feet, by the
way -- that killed over 10,000 birds in one single night.

So nostly these towers don't cause any nortality, but
at exceptional tinmes they do. And I can see the sane sort of
death traps waiting for the lights that are going to be on
t hese wi nd turbines.

The third issue that | want to talk about is a
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specific bird, nanely Bicknell's Thrush, and you all are aware
of the fact that Bicknell's Thrush is a species of concern.
Only about 50,000 pairs exist in the world and they also are
birds of high altitude habitat.

In essence we can think about the habitat in Miine as
bei ng sky high. They're only found on tops of nountains about
2,500 and 4,700 feet.

What's going to happen with gl obal warm ng. They
will go up and continue the pace no matter what we do over the
next 30 or 40 years. W're going to continue to see an
I ncrease.

What is going to happen is that vegetation is going
to march northward -- slowy but surely. |In fact, a study by
the U S. Forest Service last year indicated that if gl oba
war m ng proceeds, the carbon dioxide em ssions continue at the
same rate now until the year 2100, we will have no balsamfirs
in Maine. There will be no sugar maple in Mine.

O course, what this neans is that nore southerly
speci es can nbve up nountain sides because it's going to be
war mer and warner, and what's going to happen is those islands
of stunted spruce, the vegetation where Bicknell's Thrush nest,
is going to dimnish and di mnish and dimnish until perhaps
they' re gone altogether, and so the species will be extricated
in Mine.

| want to end by just saying what a great idea the
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2,700-foot nountain protection zone is, and | don't think we
need to set a precedent for overriding that for any sort of
concern. W need to protect those birds and ot her aninmals that
can't speak to you tonight. So for the birds, | w sh to speak
for them

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Jean WI kinson. And after
that | think it's Jan Carley from Topsham

M5. WLKINSON: M nanme is Jane WI kinson. | am from
Eusti s, Maine.

| am speaking to you tonight as a citizen, not as a
selectman, which | amfromEustis. | amaware that ny
constituents do not all share ny opinions.

| will be brief and address only three points
regardi ng ny opposition to the proposed conmercial w nd power
facility at Redington and Wman Townshi ps.

First, | feel the area involved geographically is a
protected wi | derness zone that needs to be kept as such. The
environnental and visual inpacts will be enornous and
unnecessary.

The parts of Eustis, Coplin Plantation, and Wnan
Townshi p that face the proposed site are known for their great
real estate values. This will nost likely affect any future of
beauty and resale if 30 towers are built wthin these views.

By the way, ny honme |ooks directly at this ridge.
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Secondly, | feel the area has been inundated with
"power promses." Cheaper, nore efficient, the usua
pr opaganda.

In 1949 our beautiful Dead River was dammed to nake a
| ake that is flowing now |l ess than three nonths out of each
year for power. That sanme dam is not used for power and
actually could be.

In 1988 the Boral ex power plant in Stratton was
built. There is a snoke stack in ny view fromthis.

And now here we are confronted with yet a third
proposal for power.

Enough is enough. W were once a sleepy little
community in western Miine that fol ks thought they could take
over. Things are different now W are an area of
recreational opportunity, natural beauty, and we intend to hold
onto this. W have given up a ot of our power, but apparently
is needed el sewhere. This brings ne to ny third point.

It is likely that this w nd-generated power wll be
sent to southern areas in New Engl and where the greater
popul ation is based, and | feel we do a fantastic job here
conserving electricity rather than maxi ng out this usage.

The anount of actual power produced will not be
enough to outwei gh the anmount of distress caused to our area.
The buil ding of roads, placenent of utility lines and poles

used to transmt the power, flashing lights at over 280 feet
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atop a scenic wilderness ridgeline, and a |l arge closed area for
hunti ng, hiking, and habitat.

In conclusion, | amdefinitely not in favor of this
| ocation for the project, and I would rather see these towers
constructed closer to an already built up and popul ated area,
such as sout hern New Engl and.

In other words, not in ny backyard and | am proud of

Thank you for allowi ng ne to speak.

THE CHAIR: Thank you.

Jan Carley. Janes Al bert. Mlissa Shea.

Well, that exhausts ny list. |Is there sonebody --
hesitate to ask.

MR. WVEI NGARTEN: Thank you for this opportunity to
speak about --

THE CHAIR: Mve up to the mc.

MR. VEI NGARTEN: Thank you for the opportunity to
speak about zoning petition. M nane is Bob Wingarten and |'m
a resident of Mnot, Mine, where | have lived for the past 27
years.

| currently serve as president of the Friends of the
Boundary Mountains. The m ssion of the Friends of the Boundary
Mountains is to safeguard the boundary nountains from
devel opnment and to conserve the area for traditional uses of

recreation and forestry.
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The group forned in 1995 when Maine's protected
nmount ai nt ops were threatened by another rezoning proposal for
wi nd devel oprent.

| am proud to say that Friends of the Boundary
Mount ai ns took the | ead back then to oppose industri al
desecration of Miine's nountains and fortunately our nountains
received a reprieve.

That reprieve was a wake-up call for many of us.
Over the past 11 years, | have personally imersed nyself in
the variables of wind power as it pertains to siting facilities
in the boundary nmountains and other areas in Mine.

During these years of follow ng wind power, | |earned
of its many limtations and fal se prom ses, always finding
nmysel f, based on the data, com ng back to the need to protect
t he nmountai ns from such devel opnent .

Qur group clearly recognizes that you cannot sinply
draw arbitrary distinctions or artificial boundaries anong
Mai ne's fantastic nountainous terrain and say it's okay to
wreck havoc on one nountain while sparing its neighbor; rather
we need to focus on protecting and cherishing the entire
nmount ai n area of Mi ne.

For that reason our group has voted to oppose the
rezoni ng of Redi ngton Pond Range and Bl ack Nubbl e Mountain.

The zoni ng of nountai nt ops above 2, 700 feet, which

was originally 2,500 feet, in the unorganized territory has
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been regarded as an inportant achi evenent of LURC.

Scientific and environnmental testinony from others
during this hearing will denonstrate why these nountai ns nust
remain as an area of protection subdistricts and wll
denonstrate how the inpact of building a wind power plant --
including the roads, the power lines, the substations, and the
turbines thenselves -- will forever change the character and
t he habitat of these nountains.

So the obvious question is: Wy wuld LURC even
consi der rezoning nountaintops? |Is there any public benefit so
conpelling as to sunmarily di spense of years and years of this
protection?

Upon cl oser exam nation | believe that LURC will find
that so nmuch of the clainms and argunents of Mine Muntain
Power are without nerit, are greatly exaggerated for the
benefit of the corporate profits of Edison M ssion Energy,
parent of Maine Mountain Power, through reduction tax credits
and accel erated depreciation and clearly do not justify
changing the rural lifestyle environment of Maine people in the
western nmountains for the feel -good benefit of others who |ive
away .

One such claimthat has been nade is the outrageous
f al sehood bei ng pronoted by the Maine Lung Associ ation that
industrializing our ridgelines will actually produce cl eaner

air in Mine.
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| would like to take a quick ook at why this
argunent for wind power is so ridiculous and how it actually
will tend to do the exact opposite.

First, I nust tell you that | have a career of 33
years in health care delivery and public health in Mine,
i ncl udi ng managi ng community health centers here in Franklin
County, physician practices, and providing health care
consulting services for the past nine years.

| have worked on projects for the Maine Center for
Di sease Control and many nonprofit healthcare organi zati ons and
community groups. | have worked to prevent and reduce the
i nci dence of chronic diseases in Mine.

| am very sensitive to that which can be done to
enable Mainers to live healthier lives, but putting w nd power
pl ants on our nountains is not one of them

| believe that by exam ning the specifics of the
Mai ne Mountain proposal you'll see that the only plants that
will actually be cut back are our renewabl e energy sources
t hensel ves, and therefore they are not the ones that you want
to see cut back, and actually, the fewest em ssions are from
t hose pl ants.

And Mai ne Mountain Power also clainms that they are
going to reduce by 860,000 pounds of em ssions per day. This
is fal se because it's based on a average plant in New Engl and

and not a plant in Maine, which actually produce nuch | ess
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em ssi ons.

Finally, their plan is so exaggerated because it only
enconpasses one-half of 1 percent of all em ssions in Mine.

So ny point is that basically it's not going to
anount to anyt hing.

Simlarly, what will happen is that we will generate
tax credits for Edison M ssion Energy, about $50 mllion to $60
mllion over the next 10 years.

That tax credit will offset the profits that Edison
has fromits coal-fired plants, so in effect it will help to
subsi di ze coal -fired plants that Edi son has and is doing the
actual pollution here in Mine.

They have six plants in Illinois that account for
nmore than 5,000 negawatts of power, and they burn between 16-
and 20 mllion tons of coal per year and we are downw nd of
t hat power.

So | would just finally say, | would suggest that if
the Mai ne Lung Association is interested in helping us to clean
up the air in Mine, they should make sone sort of deal with
Edi son rather than to destroy the nountaintops of Mine.

That's what | wanted to tell you. I'msorry if |
took too nuch tine.

THE CHAIR: | think with that testinony that
concl udes tonight's hearing. Sonewhere | have a prepared

speech | have to read.
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Just to remnd you that we're going to continue this

hearing tonorrow norning starting at 8:30. W wll hear

testinony fromthe Applicant, governnment agencies, and the

intervenors; and there will be a second session to hear

testinony fromthe general public tonorrow evening at

6 o' cl ock.

So if you wish, you may cone back again. W

certainly would welcone all of you to be here tonobrrow. WMany

of the questions that were posed here will be discussed

t onor r ow.

Whet her the answers will be satisfactory to all of

you, that's another matter. But | think all of the

questions -- many of the questions that have been brought up

this evening will be discussed, and you mght find it very

informative to listen to that di scussion.

8: 30.

2006.)

So | would encourage you to cone tonorrow norning at

Wth that, we'll stand adj ourned.

*x * * * %

(The hearing was suspended at 10:30 p.m on August 2,

*x * * * %

(The hearing resuned at 8:29 a.m on August 3, 2006.)

*x * * * %

THE CHAIR: CGood norning, everyone. Again, ny nane

is Bart Harvey and |'m chairman of the Comm ssion and I'll be
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the presiding officer for today's portion of this public
heari ng.

Again for the record, | will introduce the Conmm ssion
and the staff. For the Comm ssion, Steve Schaefer, Ji m Nadeau,
Steve Wght, Gaen Hilton, Rebecca Kurtz.

For the staff, Catherine Carroll, executive director;
Mar ci a Spencer - Fanous; Fred Todd; and Melissa Macal uso.

Again, today the hearing is again being held pursuant
to provisions in Title 12 MRSA Section 685 and will be
conducted in accordance with Chapter 5 of the Conm ssion's
rul es.

The hearing is being held to receive testinony in the
matter of Zoning Application ZP-702 submtted by Mine Muntain
Power to rezone 1,000 acres in Redington Township, Franklin
County from a nountain area protection subdistrict to a planned
devel opnment subdistrict for the purpose of devel oping a wi nd
power facility.

The purpose of today's hearing is to allow the
Applicant, intervenors, and governnent agencies to present
summaries -- and | enphasize sumaries -- of their prefiled
direct testinony and evidence as to whether the devel opnent
proposal neets the criteria for amendnent to the |and use
boundaries as specified in 12 MRSA Section 685(8)(a) of the
Conm ssion's statute and the rel evant provision of the

Comm ssion's Land Use D stricts and Standards.
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W'll first hear fromthe Conm ssion staff who wll
present a brief overview of the proposal and the adm nistrative
hi story.

Foll ow ng that, representatives of the Applicant wll
then provide a summary of the proposal and their prefiled
t esti nony.

Foll ow ng the Applicant, wtnesses for the Nationa
Park Service, LURC, and the intervenors will present summaries
of their prefiled testinony.

At the conclusion of the testinony of each w tness,
cross-exam nati on may be conducted first by the Comm ssion,
then by the staff, next by the Applicant and/or by the

i ntervenors; however, Comm ssion nmenbers, staff, and counsel,

who | failed to introduce to you -- Jeff Pidot, who is our
counsel fromthe attorney general's office -- may ask
guesti ons.

As before, all the wi tnesses nust be sworn and wl |
be required to state for the record their nane, residence, and
busi ness or professional affiliation -- and | think that's
particularly inportant today given the nature of the
testinony -- the nature of their interest in the hearing,
whet her or not they represent another individual, firm or
other legal entity for purposes of the hearing.

As before, everything is being recorded by a court

reporter, as well as our own sound systemso that there will be
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a conplete record of everything said today.

Again, all questions and testinony nust be rel evant

to the Commssion's criteria for rezoning and criteria for

approval of the project. Irrelevant and duly repetitious

material will be excl uded.

The record -- and we tal ked about that |ast night,

and I'"'mnot going to reiterate that now because we'll have to

tal k about that at the very conclusion of the hearing, we'll

tal k about how long the hearing record will be open -- at a

mninmumit's probably two weeks foll owed by another week of

rebuttal and then the record will be cl osed.

If you wish to receive a copy of the final action

taken by the Conm ssion as a result, you need to | eave your

nanme and address with the staff.

At this tine | would ask that all of you who are

planning to testify today to stand and be sworn, please.

guesti ons
af t er noon,

the staff

( PARTI Cl PANTS SWORN EN MASSE. )

THE CHAIR: At this tinme, unless there are any

about what we're going to do this norning and this
|"mgoing to ask Marcia to do the admnistrative and

report on the project and review the adm nistrative

history for the record. Thank you.

st at enent

M5. SPENCER- FAMOUS: This an Exhibit 9, it's a staff
and adm nistrative history.

I n February of 2006 Maine Muntain Power, LLC, which
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is jointly owed by Endl ess Energy Corporation and Edi son, LLC,
submtted a petition to rezone approximately 1,000 acres
contained wwthin two parcels on Redi ngton Pond Range and

Bl ack Nubbl e Mountain in Redi ngton Townshi p, Franklin County.

The two parcels would be rezoned from nountain area
protection subdistrict to planned devel opnent subdistrict for
t he purpose of constructing a 30-turbine wind farm

The matter being considered at this tinme is rezoning
the parcel in a prelimnary devel opnent pl an.

A final devel opnent plan and permt to construct a
facility will be considered only if the rezoning is approved.
At the end of the proposed planned devel opnent subdistrict, the
Appl i cant woul d construct wind turbines on Black Nubbl e
Mount ai n and Redi ngton Pond Range, gravel access roads, and
utility lines.

Qutside of the proposed pl anned devel opnent
subdi strict but associated with the project in the general
managenent subdistrict, shoreland protection subdistrict, and
wet | and protection subdistricts in Redington Townshi p and Wnan
Township, the facility would include a 34.5 kV and 115 kV
utility lines, access roads, a maintenance building, and a
substation. The wind farms utility line would connect to the
existing grid at the Bi gel ow substation.

A portion of the 115 kV utility line associated with

the project would be in Carrabassett Valley. The permt




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

159

application for this portion of the line is being reviewed by
t he Mai ne Departnent of Environnental Protection for of Town of
Carrabassett Vall ey.

Activities within the proposed planned devel opnent
subdi strict would include 12 turbines on Redi ngton Pond Range
and 18 turbines on Bl ack Nubbl e Mountain, approximtely 12
m | es of new gravel road and above- and bel owground 34.5 kV
utility lines.

Each turbine tower will be 260 feet tall, with a
30-foot dianeter rotor, for a total height of 410 feet.

The area to be cleared within the planned devel opnent
subdi strict would be 106 acres during construction, which woul d
be reduced to 70 acres when operating after revegetation. The
total untouched area within the planned devel opnent subdistrict
woul d be 898 acres.

The access roads and utility lines would be both
wi thin and outside the planned devel opnent subdistrict. The
total area to be cleared for the project, including 11 mles
for the utility line, would be 307 acres. The total area of
wet | ands i npact woul d be approxi mately one-third acre.

The adm nistrative history. Preapplication
conference with Applicant, staff, relevant State agencies was
hel d in January of 2002.

The Applicant has consulted LURC staff and ot her

State and Federal agencies since the md-1990s to assure that
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agency's concerns were addressed and that all materials
required for the rezoning petition were submtted.

A pre-subm ssion neeting with the Applicant, LURC
staff, and Maine Departnent of Inland Fisheries & Wldlife was
hel d in August of 2005, and then a pre-subm ssion conference
was held with rel evant agencies and ot her stakeholders in
Sept enber of 2005.

A draft petition was submtted to LURC Decenber 19th,
2005. The staff reviewed the petition for conpl eteness and
sent a letter to the Applicant describing deficiencies in
January of 2006.

The Applicant revised the petition in response to
staff comments and submtted Version 1.1 of the petition on
February 7, 2006.

Staff sent a letter to the Applicant and notified
other interested parties that the petition had been accepted as
conpl ete for processing on February 8th, 2006.

A formal review period was established. Petition was
sent to State and Federal agencies for stakehol der review, and
other interested parties were identified. The deadline for
agenci es and stakeholders to submt and review conmments was
April 28th, 2006.

Public comments have been and will continue to be
accepted until the close of the record.

The Applicant responded to the agency review conments
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on June 2nd, 2006.

LURC engaged the services of a contractor to provide
a third-party review of the visual assessnent section of the
petition.

At the March 2006 Conm ssion neeting, the Conm ssion
granted a public hearing, although the date was not set at that
tinme because it was too early in the process to know when the
appropriate date woul d be.

In May of 2006 the Conm ssion granted intervenor
status to 15 parties and acknow edged participation in the
proceedi ngs by the National Park System as a governnment agency.

Seven groups voiced opposition to the petition; five
for support; and four --

The public hearing was set for the week of July 31lst
at the Conm ssion' business neeting in June. Several other
dates were tentatively scheduled at this tinme, including
June 8th, for the prehearing conference, to receive prefiled
testinmony, and July 11th for Conm ssion statenents.

On July 11 Comm ssion, staff nenbers, several of the
intervenors, and others attended a site visit to view the area
where the project is proposed.

A prehearing conference was held on June 8th. A
preheari ng conference order specified the date for submttal of
prefiled testinony, witness |ist, consolidation of intervenors,

t he hearing schedul e, and other procedural matters.
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The final date for the public hearing were set for
August 2nd through 4th of 2006.

The presiding officer ruled on July 13th, 2006 that
in general information regarding transm ssion as it pertains to
the project and is relevant to the proceeding and information
on future projects is not.

Prefiled testinony was submtted by the parties on
July 14th, except for the testinony fromthe National Park
Service and the testinony prepared by intervenors for service
July 25th.

The presiding officer issued a second ruling on
July 25th saying that any information that the presiding
of ficer deened irrelevant to the proceeding will be excluded
fromthe file and while preserving the right to request that
the informati on be submtted.

| would like to submt Exhibit 9 to the record.

THE CHAIR: Very good. Thank you. Any Comm ssion
menbers have any questions of Marcia about this?

MR. WGHT: Marcia, how many exhibits are we up to
now?

M5. SPENCER- FAMOUS: W have a total of 14 exhibits.
Al'l the exhibits last night, all the public coments, were in
Exhi bit 10.

THE CHAIR: Wth that | think we're going to nove

into the presentation of the direct testinony by the Applicant,
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and | assunme that M. Thaler is going to at |east coordinate
all of this for us?

MR. THALER: 1'mgoing to try, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAIR:  You are keeping in mnd the tine
constraints that we have set up?

MR. THALER: W absolutely are.

Thank you. |'mgoing to ask our first two panels to
cone up, please.

M. Chairman, we're presenting our wtnesses. W
have 16 w tnesses and four panels, so we're going to nove
peopl e as seanl essly as we can.

W al so have copies of the slides that are going to
be presented, which are sunmaries, and we've given to the
Comm ssion, and I will now give themto the other parties.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. You're going to have to pass
the mc around. Make sure that whoever is speaking please use
t he m crophone so everybody can hear -- can everybody hear in
the back? O are we having trouble back there? Are you al
set? kay, thank you.

So you may proceed when you're ready. The clock is
ticking. W have one, too, as a matter of fact over there.

Pl ease go ahead.

MR. MANN: Good norning. M nanme is Randy Mann. [|I'm

responsi ble for directing Edison Mssion Energy's wi nd energy
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devel opnent business, and |'ve been active in the w nd business
si nce 1998.

A project that we want to propose to you today is
desi gned to generate enough cl ean renewabl e energy equival ent
to neet the needs for 40,000 hones here in Maine. The power
will be marketed locally here in the state.

Qur project is also designed to reduce Miine's
over dependence on fossil fuels, including gas and oil, which
currently account for about 70 percent of generation in the
state of Maine and contribute to air pollution.

Qur project is designed to reduce greenhouse gas and
other pollution emtted by fossil fuel generation that
contributes to snog, acid rain, and poor air quality. Qur
project will also generate |ocal econom c benefits.

W have a well devel oped project. Fromsite
selection to turbine procurenent, financing, and power sales,
we've conpl eted or advanced all of the key el enents necessary
to make a viable wi nd energy project.

Mai ne Mountain Power is a partnership between Endl ess
Energy and Edi son M ssion Energy. This structure is consistent
wi th how Edi son has devel oped its other wi nd energy projects
around the country, conmbining the long history and track record
of Edison in wind energy with the experienced capabl e | ocal
devel opnent and | ocal expertise of our partner, Endless Energy.

Edi son M ssion Energy will be responsible for
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managi ng the construction and operation of the project. Edison
has a |l ong and successful track record in wi nd energy
operations and also in other power project operations.

W have about 500 negawatts under construction or
operation in the wind sector, and we're devel oping a
substantial pipeline of future projects. Redington will be a
key piece of our growmh in the renewabl e sector.

Edi son M ssion Energy is financially strong, and
we're capable of funding this project. W previously stated
our commtnent to fund the project provided we can conpl ete
these permtting processes.

Qur project conpany has assenbled a group of industry
| eaders who are capabl e of executing a high quality project.
In addition to Endl ess Energy and Edi son M ssion Energy, these
conpani es include Vestas -- the No. 1 ranked turbine supplier
in the world, who will be supplying and delivering turbine
equi pnment -- Mrtensen, the No. 1 construction conpany in the
wi nd energy business, who will be building the project, and
Constel l ati on New Energy, who has agreed to buy all of the
power output fromthis project and market it along with their
retail energy supplier here in Maine and in New Engl and.

W've listed here a few of the criteria that are
necessary to devel op a successful wind energy project. 1In a
few mnutes Harley is going to describe the site selection

process in nore detail and how difficult it is to find a place
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with all of these criteria, but | want to highlight two of the
el ements: Wnd resource and transm ssion. These are critical.

If we look at the map of the state of Miine, the
first thing you see is that there's a trenendous w nd resource
of f shore.

Edi son's policy has been to avoid and turn down
of fshore wind energy projects because it's difficult to
construct, it's risky, it's nore expensive, and creates nany
i ssues that are conplicated and difficult. Instead, we chose
to focus onshore.

If you |l ook at the state of Miine, what you see are
very few areas of Class 4 or better wind sites.

The brown and white are all Cass 1 or 2, which are
insufficient for commercial wind energy. The Cass 4 through 7
sites are on the ridgelines, and anybody who renenbers the site
trip froma couple of weeks ago wll recall that at the bottom
of Sugarloaf there was very little wind. Wen we got to the
top of the ridgeline, it was quite windy. This is consistent
w th our experience.

The other thing that I want to point out fromthis
chart is that there are very little transm ssion |lines that
actually go into the nountain areas, so where we are and where
our project is located is really an inportant intersection
bet ween where high w nds exist on these ridgelines and where

the high voltage transm ssion systemactually enters the
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nount ai n ar ea.

This is one reason why it wll be very difficult to
build | arge-scal e and nunerous wind projects in this area.

It's hard to overstate the inportance of getting the
wi nd right when you build a wind energy project.

Qur site here has Cass 6 or 7 winds, which are
really outstanding; but if we noved our site to sonepl ace just
slightly | ess windy, you | ose a disproportionate anount of
output and in turn you need to charge a di sproportionate anount
in your power price to make up for that.

Soit's really inportant to get the best w nd
resource that you can, which is proximate to transm ssion.

NRCM has asked us to consider whether we could build
the project about half the size, 54 negawatts and one nountain
only. W've analyzed this issue and concl uded that this would
kill the project.

The first reason is that a snmall project truly
inmpairs the economcs, and the reason for that is there are a
|l ot of fixed costs in wind energy, including the substation,
transmssion lines, the main access road, the O and VN buil ding,
and spreadi ng those costs across fewer wind turbines hurts the
economics. It would require us to charge a significantly
hi gher anmount for our power.

W' ve asked Constellation, the power buyer, whether

they would be able to anend our power sales contract to
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i ncorporate that higher price, and their conclusion was no, the
mar ket will not support that nmuch of a price increase.

So we concluded that that situation will not worKk.

There's a lot of data on this chart, but what | want
to point out is that a project of 90 negawatts is not at all
unusual in the wind energy business. |In fact, about two-thirds
of projects are greater than 50 negawatts and about half of the
projects are greater than 90 negawatts, and that's consi stent
because projects across the country are finding that econony of
scale is inportant to be able to charge a | ower anount for your
power .

The State of Mine has passed a series of policies,
and | want to touch on just a couple of them here.

First, these policies encourage the devel opnent of
new renewabl e energy resources; these policies encourage
reduction of dependence on fossil fuels; and these policies
encour age reduction of em ssions and greenhouse gasses. And
our project will help to achieve all of these policy goals.

In addition to achieving those policy goals of
devel opi ng renewabl e energy, reduction of dependence on fossi
fuels, and reduction of em ssions, our project will also create
ot her inportant benefits for the community and the state.

Those include |and conservati on and new access for
recreation, as well as the local jobs and econom c benefits

that | nentioned earlier.
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In ternms of recreation, we know that it's inportant
to this region and we're sensitive to it. W plan to support
recreation.

One of the things that we've done is reach agreenent
with the Western Mountain Foundation to provide themwth the
right to build their new hut and trail system across
Bl ack Nubbl e t hrough our project.

W think this will be an interesting experience for
hi kers to be able to see renewabl e energy on these ridgelines.
W al so plan periodic educational tours and opportunities for
school children, just as we have done at our other wind sites
across the country.

A couple of nonths ago we conducted a poll, a
statewi de poll here in Maine, and we were struck by the support
for our project. |In fact, supporters outnunbered opponents 9
to 1.

Support was strong across all geographic and
denographi c areas, and in particular environnental groups
were -- nenbers of environnmental groups were strongly in
support of our project. W also have collected al nost 2,000
signatures on petitions supporting our project.

W' ve al so been pleased with the support of nany,
many organi zations here in the state of M ne that have
encouraged and supported our project, and I want to point out

just one in particular, John Diller, who is the president of
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Sugar | oaf USA, has been an enthusi astic supporter of our
project, he's our host here today, and | think his support
i ndicates his view that devel opnent of our project will not
have an adverse effect on tourismhere in the area.

W' ve al so been encouraged by sonme very nice
editorials in a couple of Maine's |eading newspapers, and these
editorials, |I think, were passed out last night. They are
quite interesting reading. They balance the pros and the cons,
and in each case they conclude that the benefits of our project
are inportant and shoul d be support ed.

I n conclusion, we've shown that we have the
sufficient financial and technical capability to build, own,
operate, and if necessary, to decomm ssion, this project.

W' ve tal ked about why this is the best reasonably
avai l able site for wind devel opnent, and we've tal ked about the
denonstrated need in terns of renewabl e energy, new renewabl e
capacity, pollution reduction, and the other econom c benefits.

|"'mgoing to turn it over to ny partner Harley Lee,
who will describe these issues in nore detail.

MR. LEE: Thanks, Randy. |'mHarley Lee, president
of Endl ess Energy. Before | start | would I[ike to thank the
Comm ssion for all the work you've put into wind energy in the
| ast year. You've had a couple panels go on site visits to
Vernont and el sewhere. | appreciate it.

|"mgoing to tal k about four areas: Alternative
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anal ysis, what we did to evaluate areas, sites throughout

Mai ne, actually throughout New Engl and; how Redi ngton and

Bl ack Nubble ridge is the best reasonably available site; the
third area is mnimzation of inpacts once we chose

Redi ngt on/ Bl ack Nubbl e, the steps we took to reduce our inpact
as nmuch as possible; and finally, mtigation of the few inpacts
we had left.

Al ternative analysis, as Randy said, the nost
critical factor in evaluating a wind site is the wind. It's
sonet hi ng people tend to forget sonetines, we need very strong
W nds.

W al so | ook for adjacency, suitable topography,
power |ines and roads nearby, issues of availability, and as
Randy said, elevation plays a key factor. Basically, the
hi gher you go, the stronger the wi nds are.

Most | ocations in Maine sinply don't have a strong
enough wi nd resource and the coast really is only strong enough
of f shore.

Site evaluation was conducted throughout Mine and
New Engl and. W neasured winds at 14 sites in four states. W
| ooked at coastal sites, we |ooked at nountain sites, and the
wi nds are nuch, nuch stronger on the nountains than they are on
t he coast.

We've net with several Miine | andowners, in addition,

we negotiated wth Seven Islands to neasure w nds on Wst
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Kennebago and Wst Twin Muntains, but ultimtely we rejected
t hose because they were farther away from power |ines than
Redi ngton and not as close to adjacent devel opnent.

Redi ngt on and Bl ack Nubbl e energed as the best
reasonably available sites. As | nentioned, it's next to
exi sting devel opnment, it's between two | arge ski areas, between
Sugar | oaf here and Saddl eback on the other side. It's near
exi sting power |ines, as Randy nentioned.

A lot of you went up to and partially up the
nmountain, as you saw on the site tour recently. O course we
were concerned about that blazing trail, but after talking to a
| ot of hikers and environnentalists, it becanme quite clear that

they were as supportive of the project in that |ocation as we

wer e.
W found very strong winds. W neasured the w nds

with ten met towers on the two nountains. Inportantly,

Ceorgia-Pacific -- which is the owner of the land -- later on

when they sold the whole parcel to Dallas, they were unwilling
to sell but eventually did.

Once we chose Redi ngton/ Bl ack Nubbl e as the best
avail able site, we set about trying to do what we could to
mnimze the inpacts.

W selected large turbines to reduce the total nunber
and increase our output, we created narrow road specifications,

our power lines would be built underground on the nountain,
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we're using smaller transm ssion lines down the nmountain. W
noved roads and transm ssion |ines nunmerous tines.

It's sonething we're very proud of. W got our
wet | and i npact from 20 acres down to 3/10 of an acre, just a
trenmendous anmount of effort went into that over the years, and
we have a plan to protect the bog | emm ng habitat.

W're renoving a turbine, which will lose us $10
mllion in revenue over the next 20 years, and we've routed
roads around wetl ands.

W' ve al so perfornmed biological studies working with
State biologists and circulated our siting plan that shows
significant revegetation of the site after construction, and
turbi ne beds and foundati ons were devel oped for m ni nal
I npacts.

Once we conpleted mnimzing the inpact, then we
turned to mtigation, both on-site and off-site.

Qur on-site mtigation was basically with the 1,000
acres we own, everything that we're not using for the wind farm
or for atrail will be protected fromfuture harvesting all owed
BVMA, and off-site we'll conserve |land at | east equal to our
footprint, and of course the biggest operating inpact is to
reduce the anount of pollution avoided, and fossil fuels have
not been consuned.

In concl usion, we |ooked at many alternatives.

Redi ngt on/ Bl ack Nubbl e energed as the best available site.
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They neet DEP rezoning requirenents, they have a very |arge
energy benefits, it's a well planned devel opnent dependi ng on
the w nd sources that are located in Redington, it's near an
existing infrastructure, and we will not inpact resources nore
than other uses already allowed in the BVA district.

There w il be no undue adverse inpact of existing

uses, scenic values, or natural resources. There will be
m nimzed inpact on-site, curbing off-site, we'll have buffer
effects or on-site. I'mnow going to turn it over to Peter

here for construction.

MR. WGHT: Wen will the Comm ssion ask questions,
after each speaker? O should we wait for the whole thing?

THE CHAIR: | think we wait.

MR. WGHT: So the end of one panel ?

THE CHAIR: (One panel. We've got a couple nore.

MR. GOLDBRUNNER: Good norning, ny nane is Peter
ol dbrunner and I'mw th Edi son, director of construction.
want to give you a brief introduction to Edison's construction
experi ence and our approach to the construction of w nd
proj ects.

The next panel up is going to provide nore
construction details for you.

Over the last 20 years, Edison has successfully
constructed thousands of negawatts of electric generated

capacity in projects in the United States and around the worl d,
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i ncl udi ng w nd.

Qur construction staff has over 120 years of
experience in the power generation field. W found in our
experience that the best way to build wind projects and nmany
projects around the world is to use local contractors to the
gr eat est degree possible.

The | ocal contractors have the |ocal know edge of how
to build things in that part of the world; the |oca
engi neering consultants al so have all the standards and
criteria and requirenments in order to build projects in that
area. So the teamng of those two is essential to getting
projects built within regions' requirenents.

In addition to that, because wind is sonmewhat
special, we have a nationally recognized wind contractor to
oversee the local contractors and nmanage the entire process.

In addition to that, to ensure quality for our
engi neering, design, and construction, we also hire a
third-party engineering conpany to watch over them watch over
the contractors, and Edison al so has peopl e assi gned wat chi ng
over themas well. Mself and ny staff do that.

This project -- I'lIl mention later as well -- we also
have another third party to assist us in making sure that we
are environnentally friendly and neet all the environnental
regul ati ons.

On the Redington project, the general construction
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contractor/w nd specialist contractor is Mrtenson; the
subcontractor for roads, another |ocal contractor, is Sargent;
civil engineering consultant is DelLuca-Hof frman; and the
geot echni cal subcontractor engineer here is S. W Cole.

Turbi ne supplier is Vestas, as Randy nentioned, a
worl d renown and No. 1 supplier of turbines in the world; and
our environnental oversight is Albert Frick Associates.

The conclusion is that Edison has built thousands of
megawatts of power generation, including wnd protects. The
team we' ve put together is experienced, a conbination of |ocal
and nationally recogni zed contractors, and the teamcan build
t he Redi ngton project.

Wth the N MBY oversight and the oversight of the
parties, we are going to insure that there's mnimal -- the
inmpact to the local area is as close to zero as possible.

Thanks.

MR. BULON (Good norning. M nane is Mrten Bul ow.
| ' ve been asked today to speak about the turbine technol ogy
that is planned to be used up here.

|'ve worked for Vestas for the |ast 10 years, and
this is a worldw de conpany that has installed nore than 30, 000
tur bi nes t hroughout the world, others in simlar terrain and
conditions to the one here, the proposed Redi ngton project.

In North Anerica we have nearly 9.5 thousand

turbi nes; and we have worl dwi de over 200 turbines, the exact
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same nodel as the one that we're proposing to use here in
Rangel ey.

That one is the VOO0 turbine, which is the nost conmmon
turbine that we have in the field. Next slide. That is an
overvi ew of what we have seen at the turbine 60 feet up in the
air there. The blue thing in the mddle is a generator that
actual ly produces the energy there. 1In the front is the rotor.

One of the concerns has been icing and how if the
turbine is going to wthstand icing. The answer is yes to
t hat .

The bl ades have a very, very snooth surface so when
ice tends to build up, it will slide off, and the blade itself
if very flexible, so it will bend in the wnd and tend to crack
off that ice. There are other systens in the turbine that are
maki ng sure that the turbine is not damaged by icing.

Vestas has 38 simlar |ocations throughout
North America that we propose to set up here in Redington. W
have a five-year service and once-a-year contract on the
turbi ne where we do the operation. So we are very famliar
with this set up and this is what we do in nost cases.

Vestas had a chance to review the site conditions for
this, and we find the VOO to be suitable w thout any probl ens
for this project and giving the proximty, it wll be able to
operate a mnimumthe next 20 years.

Thank you.
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MR. MUSE: Good norning. M nane is Ron Miuse, |I'm
director and vice president of Edison M ssion, operation and
mai nt enance.

| have over 25 years of experience in operation and
mai nt enance, otherwi se known as O & V, of power plants. [|'m
here to denonstrate that Edison has the expertise, ability, and
experience to successfully operate and mai ntain the Redi ngton
pr oj ect .

Currently I'mresponsible for the operation and
mai nt enance of 11 power plants, totalling 1,861 nmegawatts. Two
of these are wind projects, totalling 233 negawatts; a third
project, with 70 turbines, totally 161 nmegawatts, is currently
under construction. W are planning to take over operations of
that the first quarter of 2007.

| also have O & vV oversight responsibility for 83
megawatts of wi nd power that Edi son does not operate. Sone of
these wind projects are located in Mnnesota, |owa, where
wi nter climtes can be harsh.

The O & V for Redington will be nodelled after our
San Juan Mesa, New Mexico wind project. Under that
arrangenent, Edi son nmanages environnental conpliance, provides
non turbine O & N, and interfaces with the local utility.

Vestas, the turbine manufacturer, wll provide
speci al i zed turbi ne operation and mai nt enance and on-site

technicians for imedi ate response to warranty issues.
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The Edison staff will consist of a plant manager and
a technician. The Vestas staff will consist of eight
technicians and a supervisor. Qur preference, as with
construction, will be to hire | ocal personnel for our
enpl oyees.

Al'l empl oyees will be trained in the operation and
mai nt enance of wind farns. Wen the five-year warranty period
is done, Edison will retain the Vestas enpl oyees for continued
operati on and nai nt enance.

In summary, Edi son has successfully operated and
mai ntai ned many different electrical generating technol ogies,
as it has experience in operating and naintaining wnd farns,

i ncluding ones |located in areas where harsh winter clinmates
exi st.

Edi son can successfully operate and maintain the
Redi ngt on project w thout causing undue adverse inpact to the
ar ea.

Thank you.

MR. THALER: M. Chairman, can | just clarify. W
t hought we were going to go straight through the 90 m nutes.

If you want to go panel by panel, | assune you'll stop our
cl ock.

MR. WGHT: W can keep track of our questions.

MR. THALER: Ckay.

THE CHAIR: Are you changi ng panels at this point?
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MR. THALER: W have our second panel already at the
t abl e.
THE CHAIR: Rather than -- if we do have sone

questions, let's not go much further so we get |ost here.

We'll credit you sone of the tinme that we take from
you.

MR. THALER: We do have our 90 m nutes?

THE CHAIR: Yes. Rebecca, do you have a question?

M5. KURTZ: Last evening there was a | ot of testinony
for and against this particular project, and | just -- one of
the questions -- or one of the issues -- that was raised was

whet her or not the power would actually stay in the state.

Randy, you had said that it would create power for
40, 000 households and it would stay in the state.

A coupl e people last night said that that was not
true.

How woul d you address that question?

MR. MANN: Well, a couple of things. First of all,
Mai ne Mountain Power is a whol esal er of power, so what we do is
generate power on a whol esale basis and we sell 100 percent of
it to Constellation New Energy.

Constellation New Energy is retailing that power to
their retail custonmers, sonme of whom woul d be businesses and
other institutional organizations.

So | think Bruce McLeish, who's here from
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Constellation, wll speak in a few mnutes and can tell you
nore about how they're marketing that power |ocally.

Qur agreenent with themis to market that power here
locally in the state of Maine first and forenost, and that's
what they're doing. And | think Phil described that there's
been quite a bit of success in terns of marketing power here.

M5. KURTZ: So it's enough power to fuel 40,000 --

MR. MANN: It's equival ent.

M5. K